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Welcome one and all to the third themed issue 
of Volume 41: the Go Outside 
issue! In the following pages, we 
encourage you to get some new 
outerwear, get gardening, and 
generally get outta the house. 
There might be heat waves and 
droughts keeping us wishing for 
perma-AC, but I say save curling 
up inside for later. 
Why should you evade the 
comfort of four walls and opt for 
open air? Here are my top reasons 
for beating the heat by joining it.
Sunscreen smells really 
good now: When I was a child, 
I loathed sunscreen. Slathering 
myself in a greasy lotion, that 
didn’t even smell good, and that 
was good for me? I’ll take my 
red h0t sunburns, thank you 
very much. Now though, I’m a 
sunscreen addict, alternating 
between the banana scents of 
Sun Bum, and the addicting floral 
notes of Hawaiian Tropic. Don’t 
splurge on Marc Jacobs perfume 
when slapping on some sunscreen 
does the trick and keeps you 
protected. With non-greasy 
formulas, you’ll get your sun 
protection and a dose of much-
needed moisture, too!
BC is bursting with beauty: 
Stanley Park was voted a top park 
in the world by Trip Advisor in 
2014, and by Fairmont Hotels & 
Resorts just this year. Even if you 
don’t want to scope out one of 
the best parks in the world, there 
are myriad other options. Go 
on a hike in Lynn Canyon Park, 
swim at Jericho Beach, or just pop 
by one of your local parks for a 
picnic. Pause to enjoy the scenery 
that people travel miles to see—
and that we are privileged to every 
day.
You can go to the mall 
or movies another time: I 
know, the go-to excursion is to 
the mall or movies, for some 
free air conditioning and not-
so-free pastimes. Listen, when 
fall rolls around we’re all going 
to be whining about the rain 
and cold. Don’t be one of those 
people who wastes their summer 
away listening to the top pop 
songs while window shopping, 
or falling asleep watching some 
blockbuster. 
You can save money: Going 
for a bike ride, swimming in the 
ocean, or enjoying a long walk 
costs little to no money. Fun is 
free, you just have to know where 
to find it. 
You can spend money: 
Alternatively, you can go on an 
adventure! Go camping, and 
appreciate the true outdoors. 
Go on a trip and see what makes 
another place special. If you have 
the money, don’t squirrel it away 
when you can jet set.
Eating is fun: Have your 
besties over for a barbecue, 
shove some delicious food in 
your face, and drink some beer if 
you’re of age. The barbecue is a 
summertime classic for a reason, 
people. 
Don’t be boring: There’s too 
much to do around Vancouver 
to not take advantage of it. 
Vancouver gets a bad rap for being 
no fun, and I’ll admit to indulging 
in a night in on the regular. If 
you’re more of a gal/guy about 
town though, all you have to do is 
keep an eye out for the concerts, 
outdoor movies, flea markets, and 
parties that make this city great. 
You can easily find things to do in 
Vancouver, so go do it. 
There you have it, dear 
readers, a list of reasons to get 
outside and enjoy BC. Still not 
sure what to do with your time? 
Read on for our writers’ best tips 
and tricks for breathing in fresh 
air!
Get outta here!
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  Highly controversial Anti-Terrorism Act passes
  Keep to the right!
  Metro Vancouver says no to transit plebiscite
And more!News
This issue:Have an idea for a story? Let us know! 
Contact: Lauren Kelly, News Editor
                       news@theotherpress.ca
Justin Trudeau, leader of the Liberal Party of Canada, 
recently visited Vancouver to 
explain his environmental 
platform in preparation for 
October’s federal election. 
One of his environmental 
positions is opposition to oil 
tankers and oil pipelines. 
In support of stopping crude 
oil traffic throughout Canada, 
Trudeau tells the Vancouver Sun 
that he believes it is of great 
importance that environments, 
particularly BC’s, continue to 
remain pristine and that oil 
tankers do not damage them. 
Trudeau promised in his 
interview with the Vancouver Sun 
that if he and the Liberal party 
are elected, he will review and 
alter the process that goes into 
planning projects with a potential 
impact on the environment, 
saying that, “projects currently in 
the works and in the future will 
actually establish the public trust 
necessary.” 
Part of this re-evaluation of 
policy will also involve discussing 
environmental issues with those 
who are of aboriginal descent. As 
well, Trudeau wishes to reform 
the National Energy Board in an 
effort to increase the importance 
of public input.
In response to the English 
Bay oil spill in April, Trudeau 
added that the Kitsilano Coast 
Guard would be reopened, in 
an effort to increase oil spill 
emergence services.
In addition to taking a 
critical look at oil-related traffic 
and policies, the Liberal Party 
wishes to make national parks 
more accessible to all Canadians. 
In honour of Canada’s 150th 
anniversary, admission to 
national parks would be free, 
and, after 2017, admission would 
remain free to children and 
new Canadian residents. He 
would also restore $25-million of 
funding cuts.
Other environmental reforms 
suggested by the Liberal Party 
include creating a plan to reduce 
carbon emissions by charging 
industries for the amount of 
carbon that they are putting into 
the environment; investing more 
in sockeye salmon monitoring 
programs; and increasing marine 
environment protection by 10 per 
cent. The Liberal Party would also 
like to establish a line of clean 
energy, without the use of fossil 
fuels, for both Canada and the 
rest of North America, pending 
assistance from the American and 
Mexican governments.
Many have come out to 
criticize Trudeau’s environmental 
platform. Mike Hudema, 
representing Greenpeace, 
told the Vancouver Sun that 
he believes Trudeau’s ideas 
are too vague and not specific 
enough to tackle climate change. 
The NDP similarly criticizes 
the Liberal environmental 
platform, adding that many 
policies have been borrowed 
from their environmental plans. 
The Conservative government 
criticized Trudeau for being too 
naïve in his policies.
With the ongoing heat wave occurring through the 
province, BC has experienced an 
early start to the wildfire season.
By the end of June, the 
government had already depleted 
its budget of $63-million 
allocated for wildfire relief. The 
conservative budget was set to 
match mild wildfire seasons.
“It’s difficult to forecast 
wildfire suppression costs as 
each season varies significantly 
depending on weather conditions 
and the number and severity of 
wildfires that we respond to,” a 
ministry spokesperson told CTV.
 Additional funds that are 
required to combat these forest 
fires will be pulled from the 
province’s contingency fund.
Although it is not unusual for 
the province to double or triple 
its original wildfire budget, it is 
very unusual for the budget to be 
depleted so early. 
“It has been a fairly active 
early fire season,” Navi Saini, a 
provincial fire information officer, 
said to the Globe and Mail. “The 
fire activity we’ve been seeing 
and the fires of note, we usually 
see that in July–August, not May–
June.”
In an effort to aid and to 
recover funding for fighting 
provincial wildfires, the Ministry 
of Finance will deploy crews to 
help with wildfire relief in other 
provinces and fine those found 
responsible for starting or aiding 
a wildfire.
The Ministry of Forests, 
via CTV, tried to reassure 
BC residents that although 
the wildfire budget has been 
surpassed, the province will do 
whatever is necessary to keep 
residents and property safe by 
automatically approving any 
funds required for combating 
dangerous wildfires.
It appears as if July and 
August will be providing just as 
much dryness to BC’s climate, 
with projected temperatures 
being warmer than average, and 
precipitation levels being scarce. 
Most of the province has 
placed high, if not extreme, 
warnings about the potential of 
wildfires. As of July 2, campfires 
are restricted throughout all 
of the coastal region, with the 
exception of a few areas of 
Vancouver Island and Haida 
Gwaii.
Fires have already burned 
through over 60,000 hectares of 
space, as opposed to an average of 
just over 16,000 hectares. Several 
notable wildfires have already 
begun this season, mainly in 
Petitot River and Mount Bigfoot 
near Fort Nelson, as well as 
Westbridge, Pemberton, and near 
Nanaimo.  
As of this year, approximately 
50 per cent of fires have been 
caused by humans. The other 50 
per cent were started by lightning. 
Those who witness people 
contributing to the danger of 
wildfires or people ignoring 
campfire restrictions are advised 
to contact 1-888-3FOREST (1-888-
3367378).
 Number of wildfires nearly doubled from 2014
BC wildfire budget depletes as 
heat wave continues
Mercedes Deutscher
Staff Reporter
 Justin Trudeau discusses a BC-specific environmental platform
A challenge against oil tankers
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Staff Reporter
news // no. 4 theotherpress.ca
Bill C-51, the Anti-Terrorism Act, was passed on June 9 
with a vote of 44–28 in favour of 
the bill’s amendments. The bill is 
supported by the Conservatives 
and Liberals, but opposed by 
the NDP and Green Party. There 
has been wide criticism of the 
bill, including large protests and 
petitions, due to the nature of its 
amendments.
Among these amendments 
are the allowing of sharing 
information between at least 17 
federal institutions, banning the 
promotion of terrorism, giving 
the public safety minister the 
right to add Canadians to a no-fly 
list, and police the right to detain 
terror suspects. 
In an interview with Heather 
Hiscox for CBC, bill critic Paul 
Champ said that the bill will 
have “privacy implications for all 
Canadians.” 
“The information sharing 
act is basically turning all 
government agencies and officials 
into spies for the state. It creates 
a mandate for all government 
officials, whether it’s in the 
income tax department, human 
resources skill development, 
E.I., C.P.P, [...] that they should 
all be looking out for suspicious 
activity, but not simply terrorist 
activity. They are asked to look 
out for people who might be 
undermining the financial or 
economic stability of Canada. 
Environmental groups, for 
example, who are opposing 
pipelines—is that going to 
capture them? That’s one of 
the big concerns.  It’s going to 
create a centralized data-bank of 
security files on Canadians who, 
for one reason or another, have 
raised suspicions that they’re 
opposed to government policies.
“We’ve had a Canadian no-fly 
list since 2007. This bill is going 
to enhance those provisions and 
make them stronger and more 
secretive. Canadians get placed 
on this list and they don’t know 
why, and they aren’t allowed to 
see the reasons why. Although 
they have a right to appeal it, 
they don’t have a right to see the 
evidence.”
The bill is in response to 
multiple terrorist attacks in 
October 2014. Martin Couture-
Rouleau, an ISIS-inspired 25-
year old, rammed his car into 
two Canadian soldiers in a 
parking lot after waiting for two 
hours. Another incident was the 
shooting death of a Canadian 
soldier on Ottawa’s Parliament 
Hill by 32-year old Michael Zehaf-
Bibeau, a habitual offender with 
an extensive criminal record. 
The many protestors and 
critics of the bill do not believe 
that these threats are worth 
losing our civil liberties for.
Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Highly controversial Anti-Terrorism Act passes
 Critics still concerned with the implications of its amendments
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New laws prohibiting drivers from coasting in the lefthand 
lane are now in effect.
This new law will only affect 
multi-lane highways with a 
speed limit of 80 kilometres an 
hour or above, such as Highway 
1. This law will not affect city or 
suburban roads.
Anyone found in the 
lefthand lane who is not turning, 
passing, or clearing the way for 
an emergency vehicle, such as 
an ambulance or fire truck, will 
risk a ticket carrying a hefty fine 
of $167, as well as three points 
on their licence. For N drivers, 
that will mean a temporary 
suspension of their licence—
usually three months, dependant 
on their driving record—and a 
reset of their probation period if 
they do not dispute it or if they 
are found guilty. For those who 
have their full licence, receiving 
over three points within a year 
will result in a penalty point 
premium, which means they will 
have to pay ICBC more money. 
Points can be accumulated 
through any number of driving 
offences, such as speeding, 
broken tail lights, or driving too 
close to another vehicle. 
The new law will fall under 
the “Failure to Yield” provisions 
within the Motor Vehicle Act, 
of which there are now 17. 
Transportation Minister Todd 
Stone told Global News, “There’s 
a whole wide array of driver 
requirements in the Motor 
Vehicle Act that drivers must 
stay on top of and be aware of. 
Obviously, when we introduce 
new laws like this one, we always 
make sure they are accompanied 
with as much education and 
awareness as possible and so we’ll 
be focussing on that with our 
safety stakeholders.” 
Stone’s comments made 
it clear that law enforcement 
hopes this crackdown will help 
improve the driving experience 
for everyone.
 A new law banning left-lane coasting on major highways
Keep to the right!
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle
@theotherpress.ca
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Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Along the Broadway corridor at 2465 Fraser Street, a new 
nine-storey supportive housing 
building for at-risk youth and 
adults has opened its doors. With 
95 studio and four two-bedroom 
apartments, the new building is the 
ninth in a series of 14 social housing 
projects opening as part of a 
partnership between the Vancouver 
Native Housing Society (VHNS), 
Pacific Community Resource 
Society (PCRS), Streetohome, 
the City of Vancouver, and the BC 
Government. 
The building was named 
Kwayatsut (K-why-ah-sote)—
seeking one’s power or spirit 
quest—by Squamish Nation Chief 
Ian Campbell. VNHS will provide 
support for the tenants, integrate 
aboriginal culture in its operation 
and design, and work to create a 
sense of community within the 
building. 
Kwayatsut is part of a program 
by VNHS, which was founded in 
1984 with the a goal to “provide 
safe, secure, affordable housing for 
aboriginal individuals and families 
living in the urban setting.” 
They have more recently 
expanded this mandate and, while 
focussing on aboriginal people 
in need, now “include housing 
solutions for seniors, youth, women 
at risk, persons living with mental 
illness, as well as those who are 
homeless or at-risk of becoming 
homeless.” The 17 buildings run 
by the VHNS contain 706 units, 
housing eight per cent of the urban 
BC aboriginal population.
Kwayatsut is also the new 
home of the Broadway Youth 
Resource Centre, which was 
opened in 1999 by PCRS and 
serves youth ages 12–24. It will offer 
counselling, information services, 
addiction services, and mental 
and physical healthcare, as well as 
teach money management, food 
preparation, house maintenance, 
and community living skills. Thirty 
of the beds are specifically for youth 
with the highest risk of homeless, 
with specific units for aboriginal 
and LGBTQ2S youth as well as 
youth leaving foster care.
Mayor Gregor Robertson said 
in a statement: “Together with the 
new Broadway Youth Resource 
Centre, this project will provide the 
stability and life-changing services 
that many young residents are 
counting on to lead healthier and 
more hopeful lives in our city.”
 Designed to foster a sense of community 
and provide residents with tools for future
New housing opens for 
at-risk adults and youth
Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
With the hot, beautiful weather we’ve experienced this summer, we need to 
remember to take a break from school work 
and take in some events around the area. Most 
of these are free or very cheap, so you don’t 
have to worry about breaking the bank to have 
fun!
Queen’s Park: There are many fun events 
at Queen’s Park this summer for adults and 
kids alike! Every Friday night at 9 p.m. there is 
a free movie screening, with films such as Big 
Hero 6, How to Train Your Dragon 2, Guardians 
of the Galaxy, and a Grease sing-along. The 
park also has a water park and petting zoo 
running all summer.
Summer events in the 
Lower Mainland
Royal City Farmer’s Market: The 
Farmer’s Market runs every Thursday from 3–7 
p.m. at Tipperary Park, just four blocks east 
of Douglas College at Fourth Street and Royal 
Avenue. There is plenty of farm fresh food, as 
well as crafts and live music to enjoy!
Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpr ss.ca
Westminster Savings Free Swim: Various 
Coquitlam pools will be offering free swims this 
summer. The Coquitlam Aquatic Centre will be 
hosting events sponsored Westminster Savings 
on July 17 and August 12, while Poirier will be 
hosting one on August 2.
Vancouver Water Fight: The largest 
water fight in Vancouver will be taking place at 
Lumberman’s Arch in Stanley Park on August 8 
at 1 p.m. Dress accordingly and bring your water 
guns—this will be a great way to cool off!
Khatsalano Music and Art Festival: 
On July 11, the largest free music festival in 
Vancouver will be taking place on West 4th 
Avenue. It will feature bands such as Yukon 
Blonde, the Belle Game, and the top 12 
performers from the Peak Performance Project. 
There will also be fashion shows, a beer garden, 
and the Etsy marketplace, as well as many other 
attractions. 
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On June 1, Don’t Close the Doors campaigners Jenelle 
Davies and Ruab Waraich 
attended a meeting at New 
Westminster City Hall and 
presented with the goal of 
gaining the city’s support for their 
campaign. They are responding to 
Christy Clark’s Liberals and their 
decision to both cut $6.9-million 
from Adult Basic Education (ABE) 
in BC and allow schools to charge 
tuition fees for it.
Adult Basic Education 
refers to classes for people who 
have either not graduated high 
school and wish to upgrade 
their high school classes to meet 
post-secondary requirements, 
or who are seeking to improve 
basic literacy and numeracy 
through developmental and ESL 
programs.
With the new laws in place 
since January 1, post-secondary 
institutions can charge ABE 
students $1,600 a semester, or 
$320 a course, for all upgrading 
courses before ancillary fees. With 
these fees, each course can cost 
nearly $500.
“When this cut happened, 
the ministry assured us that 
adults would be able to take 
these classes through the school 
districts,” said Davies during the 
presentation. “And then they cut 
the funding for that as well.” 
Since May 1, school districts 
that offer free upgrading courses 
for adults no longer receive 
funding from the government.
Those seeking ABE are 
people in the most marginalized 
groups: 58 per cent are women, 
18 per cent are aboriginal people, 
20 per cent are parents, 55 per 
cent are employed, and 79 per 
cent have graduated high school 
and want to be able to enter post-
secondary. Seventy per cent of 
students continue their studies 
after ABE. ABE programs are 
essential for many adults who 
hope to start careers, but do not 
have the requirements.
There is an Adult Upgrading 
Grant that covers costs for 
schooling. If you are a family of 
one, you must make less than 
$11.40 an hour, or about $23,000 
a year, to qualify. “We know 
from talking to folks in the 
community that making $11.40 
an hour doesn’t leave you with so 
much extra money that you can 
pay nearly $500 for one course,” 
countered Davies.
The government had 
previously instated fees for ABE 
courses, and this prompted 
students to lobby. In 2007, they 
were abolished and for the last 
seven years, ABE students could 
attend school without having to 
worry about not being able to 
support themselves and attend 
school.
“We’re asking the 
government: ‘What’s changed 
since 2007?’”
The campaign, supported 
by many teachers’ federations, 
students’ unions, and poverty 
coalitions, has now added their 
first, but likely not last, city to 
that list: New Westminster.
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 Don’t Close the Doors lobbies New Westminster for support
BC Government’s cuts to adult basic 
education hurt most-marginalized
Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
The polls closed on May 29 following nearly 
three months of voting and 
extensive campaigning from 
opponents and proponents 
of the Transportation and 
Transit Referendum. On July 
2, the results were in: most 
voters in the Lower Mainland 
were against a tax hike to fund 
transit and infrastructure 
improvements, disappointing 
the Metro Vancouver Mayors’ 
Council.
The plebiscite concerning 
whether Metro-Vancouverites 
would pay an extra 0.5 per cent 
sales tax over the course of 
the next 10 years ended with 
61.68 per cent of residents 
voting against the increase, 
and 38.32 per cent voting for it. 
The overall voter turnout was 
51 per cent—higher than the 
44.13 per cent that voted in the 
Vancouver municipal election 
last year.
The $7.5-billion, 10-
year plan involved major 
improvements to the transit 
and traffic infrastructure of 
the Lower Mainland. Projects 
that would have been funded 
through this plan included 
light rail transit (LRT) through 
Surrey and Langley, 25 per cent 
more bus service region-wide, 
and the replacement of the 
almost 80-year-old Pattullo 
Bridge.
At a press conference on 
Thursday, TransLink interim 
CEO Doug Allen told reporters 
“there is a clear no outcome, 
and we must respect that,” and 
that TransLink would still do 
its best to deliver service at a 
reasonable price through cost 
savings, despite the inability to 
expand.
The de facto representative 
of the No side, Canadian 
Taxpayers Federation 
spokesperson Jordan Bateman, 
expressed his elation at 
the results and called it a 
“tremendous victory for 
taxpayers.” 
“Of course this was about 
TransLink,” Bateman reiterated 
at a press release the day of the 
results. “TransLink wastes too 
much money to be trusted with 
more of it.”
Despite the fact that Surrey 
residents voted no in the 
plebiscite, Mayor Linda Hepner 
told the Province she vows to 
move forward with the LRT 
system in a city that is expected 
to be the most populated in 
British Columbia by 2020.
The results show that the 
suburbs voted strongly against 
the sales tax compared with the 
City of Vancouver, with over 70 
per cent of residents voting no. 
The City of Vancouver itself had 
a 50.81 per cent vote against, the 
closest vote in the whole region.
With both a sales tax and 
property tax taken off the table 
by the Mayors’ Council, Lower 
Mainland politicians will have 
to go back to the drawing board 
to improve infrastructure in a 
region that’s slated to have an 
extra 1.1 million residents by 
2040.
 Nearly two-thirds of Lower Mainlanders reject higher taxes
Metro Vancouver says no to transit plebiscite
Alex Stanton
Staff Writer
  Comic Corner: Fan fiction gets emotional
  A story of life and death
  Immortal villainy
And more!Arts
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Contact: Cheryl Minns, Art Editor
                       arts@theotherpress.ca
Bard on the Beach celebrates its 26th season this summer with 
classic and re-imagined renditions 
of William Shakespeare’s The 
Comedy of Errors, Love’s Labour’s 
Lost, and King Lear. This season 
also includes the world stage 
premiere of C. C. Humphreys’ 
adapted novel Shakespeare’s Rebel.
In The Comedy of Errors, 
director Scott Bellis revamps the 
comedic play with a Steampunk 
theme that transports viewers 
to a science fiction world set in a 
futuristic Victorian era. The stage 
is filled with a large, industrial 
set with spinning gears, cogs, 
pipes, walkways, and a versatile 
door that can be removed from 
the set and wheeled around the 
stage. The actors take to the stage 
in their stylized period costumes 
and gadgets, while mechanical 
sounds and chamber music 
play. Although the visuals are 
different, the play stays true to the 
Bard’s original text, creating an 
intriguing mash-up of Elizabethan 
and Victorian eras.
The Comedy of Errors follows 
Antipholus (Ben Elliott) and his 
servant Dromio (Luisa Jojic) of 
Syracuse as they arrive in Ephesus 
in search of their long lost twin 
brothers, Antipholus (Jay Hindle) 
and Dromio (Dawn Petten) 
of Ephesus. The townspeople 
mistake them for their twins 
and a series of incidents lead to 
damaged relationships, trouble 
with the law, and a whole lot of 
confusion.
To help the audience tell 
the twins apart, the characters’ 
similar costumes feature subtle 
differences. For the Antipholus 
twins, the difference appears in 
their Sweeney Todd-esque black 
wigs that feature a large white 
streak in the front, with one twin’s 
streak on the left and the other on 
the right. For the Dromio twins, 
each has a knee patch that appears 
on the opposite leg than the other.
Elliott embraces the physical 
and vocal comedy of the show 
in a standout performance as 
Antipholus of Syracuse. Some 
of his line deliveries are so 
uproariously funny that his cast 
mates can be seen stifling a laugh 
or two while onstage with him.
Hindle plays Antipholus of 
Ephesus in a dramatic fashion, 
which brings a traditional 
Shakespearean feel to the show. 
His standout moment comes 
during Antipholus of Ephesus’ 
exaggerated rant near the end 
where he tells his friends about 
his escape from prison after he 
was arrested for a mix-up over a 
gold chain that his twin brother 
accepted.
Petten and Jojic, cast in the 
gender-bending Dromio roles, 
have great comedic timing and 
play well off Elliott and Hindle. 
After Antipholus of Syracuse 
takes on Antipholus of Ephesus’ 
identity, the Dromios converse 
with each other through 
Antipholus of Ephesus’ closed 
front door as Antipholus of 
Ephesus tries to get into his home. 
Dromio of Syracuse argues that 
Antipholus of Ephesus is already 
inside because Antipholus of 
Syracuse is pretending to be 
him, which Dromio of Ephesus 
protests. The door is rolled out 
from the set to the centre of the 
stage to allow the actors to both 
be seen during their argument 
through the door. While Petten 
and Jojic’s comedy is entertaining, 
it is the Dromios’ heartfelt words 
that close the play that make their 
performances unforgettable—they 
decide they don’t care which one 
is oldest, they only care that they 
have each other.
The Comedy of Errors will 
run until September 26 at the 
BMO Mainstage in Vanier Park in 
Vancouver. On Talkback Tuesdays, 
the show concludes with a 
question and answer session with 
the cast. For more information, 
visit BardOnTheBeach.org.
Tickets range from $29 (for 
youth 22 and under) to $55. You 
can purchase your tickets online, 
or by calling 604-739-0559.
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
Barbara Hambly’s Darwath trilogy surprised me. I picked 
the books up secondhand, drawn 
mostly by Donato Giancolo’s 
wonderful cover art, which had 
a wizard in it. I wasn’t expecting 
much, but what I got was a very 
human story about a pair of 
Californians sucked into a world 
that is not their own.
Darwath is a parallel world 
existing in a different universe 
from Earth. It is accessible 
through magic, or for the early 
chapters of the first book, 
through dreams. The world of 
Darwath itself is introduced 
slowly, at first through the dreams 
of Gil Patterson, who keeps 
finding herself roaming the 
streets of Darwath cities at night, 
and later through explanations by 
Ingold, the wizard who caught my 
attention on the cover. Initially 
Ingold just wants Gil to help him 
provide a hiding place for the 
king’s son because the people 
of Darwath are stuck fighting a 
losing battle against the Dark. 
The Dark is a swarm of monsters 
that resemble the result of tossing 
a handful of vampires and the 
collected works of H. P. Lovecraft 
into a blender. 
Things don’t go quite as 
planned, however. First, Ingold 
encounters Rudy Solis, the 
second of our heroes, stranded 
by car trouble in the same spot 
Gil had agreed to hide the king’s 
son. Second, one of the Dark has 
followed Ingold through to Earth, 
where a battle ensues. In the 
aftermath, Ingold is forced to take 
all of them back to Darwath. Here 
begins the story proper. Here also 
begins the author playing with my 
expectations.
Gil and Rudy are both well-
rounded and complex characters, 
and neither of them end up 
doing what I expect. Wizard-
and-warrior is a pretty standard 
fantasy setup, especially when 
you’ve got two people pulled into 
a world where they have to fight 
or die. I thought it somewhat 
natural that Gil the academic 
would learn magic, and Rudy 
the biker would be better in a 
physical fight. However, Gil turns 
out to kick butt. She’s strong 
and stubborn, occasionally cold, 
and good at thinking fast and 
learning quickly, taking up a 
sword and rapidly becoming an 
adept combatant. Rudy, on the 
other hand, is thoughtful and 
artistic, and also happens to 
possess the innate spark required 
to learn magic. They’re both 
great characters with interesting 
character arcs and believable 
development, backed up by a host 
of well-developed supporting 
characters, and just enough 
internal conflict to go with the 
external threat of the Dark. 
Here as well, the books 
surprise me. I expected the Dark 
to take up a lot of metaphorical 
screen time, but an almost 
equal amount is given over 
to the internal schisms of the 
group. The threat of the Dark is 
always there in the background 
somewhere, informing decisions 
and looming ominously, but a lot 
of time has been devoted to the 
power struggles of a couple key 
players amongst the human side 
of things, and the cracks that start 
to appear in their unity caused 
by the strain of fighting a losing 
war. There are some truly horrible 
people amongst the group, and I 
often found myself hating them 
far more than the Dark.
Of course, not everything 
about the books works. They were 
written in the 1980s, and there are 
a few small ways they seem dated 
by that fact. The final ending has 
a tinge of deus ex machina to it, 
and one of the romance pairing 
choices seems a bit strange to me. 
That said, the handful of flaws 
isn’t enough to take me out of 
the books, which I quite enjoyed 
reading.
If you’re a fan of stories 
about hope in the face of long 
odds, you’re interested in 
books featuring strong female 
characters, or you just really like 
wizards, I recommend giving this 
series a look.
Crowded Bookshelf: Are you afraid of the Dark?
 The ‘Darwath’ trilogy review
Goggles and gears in steampunk 
version of ‘The Comedy of Errors’
 Bard on the Beach attempts Shakespearean science fiction
Duncan Fingarson
Contributor
Luisa Jojic, Andrew Cownden, and Ben Elliott in ‘The Comedy of Errors’ at Bard on the Beach Photo by David Blue
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Green Leader is one of the finest examples of a fan-
created narrative I have ever 
read. The fact that it was inspired 
by a short scene from Star Wars: 
Return of the Jedi is just the icing 
on the cake.
Return of the Jedi is the 
last film in the original Star 
Wars trilogy. During the space 
fleet battle between the Empire 
and the Rebels, there is a 
particular scene that many fans 
have questioned: the Rebels’ 
kamikaze X-Wing pilot who 
crashes his ship into the bridge 
of the Empire’s much larger 
Star Destroyer. It’s basically 
the equivalent of a motorcycle 
driving into the windshield of a 
semi-truck. The reason this scene 
has puzzled people is because 
there’s no apparent cause for it 
since the X-Wing wasn’t shot 
down.
Apparently this sacrifice 
without a cause wasn’t enough for 
artist and writer Daniel Warren 
Johnson, who took it upon 
himself to create a tearjerker that 
he offers to the masses for free via 
his website Space-Mullet.com
Green Leader is a short, 11-
page comic detailing the events 
for two Rebel pilots prior to and 
during the battle. Despite the 
fact that no dialogue appears 
throughout the entire thing, 
Johnson still manages to create an 
emotional, linear narrative that 
is enough to make readers cry. I 
honestly felt for these characters.
When I first encountered 
Green Leader I found the art to 
be a bit messy. Stylistically, it is 
fairly classical for a comic, but 
Johnson takes his detailing to the 
next level with high contrast and 
cross-hatching. As I read on, I 
found myself truly enjoying the 
aesthetic, especially when it got 
to the battle scenes.
Needless to say, I highly 
recommend this. Even if you’re 
not a Star Wars fan, this is a 
shining example of the perfect 
way to do a short story.
Comic Corner: Fan fiction gets emotional
 ‘Green Leader’ review
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
Cross Currents: Investigations into abstraction and 
collaboration is the latest 
Amelia Douglas Gallery exhibit 
coming August 7. It explores the 
relationship between an artist and 
their abstract works as well as the 
connection between collaborating 
artists. The exhibit will feature 
abstract paintings by collaborating 
artists Kathryn Gibson and Sande 
Waters as well as solo abstract 
works by Dorothy Doherty.
“I feel the concept of 
collaboration is really important 
now,” Waters said. “You need 
strong individuals who come 
together and do something 
together without conflict.”
She and Gibson have a unique 
collaborative style in which they 
create their abstract art together 
at the same time while having 
conversations about personal 
topics. Their chosen topic during a 
painting’s creation influences their 
choice of colour palette.
Gibson and Waters treat their 
combined artistic efforts like a 
conversation, with their paint 
strokes interacting like words in a 
dialogue.
“In a conversation, sometimes 
you’d like to override what 
somebody’s saying or say it in a 
different way, but that’s what they 
said. We make different kinds of 
marks and just have to respect 
that,” Waters said.
Since Gibson and Waters 
paint a canvas at the same time, 
they have to figure out a balance 
that allows each of their styles to 
merge into one work of art.
“Sometimes we have to say, 
‘Okay, I’ve been over here too long. 
I can see I’m starting to dominate 
this side. Let’s switch over so that 
it’s a more balanced look,’” Waters 
said. “Otherwise it would be her 
side of painting and my side of 
painting.”
Waters and Gibson’s paintings 
are large works of art, so they 
sometimes donate their works to 
healthcare facilities where there 
are walls big enough to display 
them.
“I’m just happy if I make 
artwork and it goes out into the 
world,” Waters said.
Gibson and Waters 
sometimes find viewers look 
for shapes or designs in their 
abstract art. This kind of personal 
interpretation is one of the 
reasons why Gibson would prefer 
not to title her works, although 
the works in Cross Currents have 
titles.
“People are always trying to 
find things in it, like this looks 
like a whatever, as if we were 
intentionally trying to do that. But 
that’s not at all what we’re doing,” 
Waters said.
Doherty has found that 
sometimes unexpected shapes 
appear in her abstract art and she 
titles them accordingly.
“One piece is called 
‘Dromedary’ because the shape of 
it looks like a camel. But it wasn’t 
intended to be. It was only after 
looking at it after the fact that I 
saw it,” she said.
She prefers to give each of her 
abstract pieces a title as a way to 
aid viewers.
“I like to name my work 
because it gives the viewer a 
starting point and a direction,” she 
said.
Cross Currents will participate 
in the New Westminster Cultural 
Crawl from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
August 8–9. The event will feature 
a live collaborative painting 
performance by Gibson and 
Waters, followed by the exhibit’s 
opening reception. Visitors are 
encouraged to use the art supplies 
provided by Opus Art Supplies 
to make collaborative art pieces 
together in the gallery.
Doherty, Waters, and Gibson 
will present an artists’ talk at 
10 a.m. on September 11 in the 
gallery.
The Cross Currents exhibit 
will run from August 7 to 
September 12 in the Amelia 
Douglas Gallery on the fourth 
floor of the Douglas College New 
Westminster campus.
If you would like to see 
your artwork on display at 
the Amelia Douglas Gallery, 
consider submitting a piece to the 
Avocations student and employee 
exhibit scheduled from October 
29 to December 11.
For more information 
on Avocations, check out the 
Amelia Douglas Gallery page on 
the Douglas College website or 
contact Krista Eide at eidek@
douglascollege.ca. The deadline 
for submissions has been 
extended to August 1.
Collaboration and culture at 
Amelia Douglas Gallery
 ‘Cross Currents’ exhibit participates in New Westminster Cultural Crawl
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle
@theotherpress.ca
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If you thought The Fault in Our Stars was a touching movie 
about a girl who has terminal 
cancer, then get ready for a more 
realistic and honest view on the 
subject in Me and Earl and the 
Dying Girl.
In the film, Greg Gaines 
(Thomas Mann) writes a 
screenplay about how spending 
time with Rachel Kushner (Olivia 
Cooke), a girl with leukaemia, 
would ruin the lives of the people 
around him including his co-
worker, Earl (Ronald Cyler II). 
The first half features a lot of 
comedic moments while the 
second half gets serious and 
shows how someone having 
cancer can affect a lot of people.
This film’s Greg and The 
Fault in Our Stars’ Hazel have 
something in common: they both 
talk about what they think is a 
realistic love story. Greg’s story is 
more realistic because it’s more 
relatable, while Hazel’s story 
sounds like a teen novel.
Similar to the character 
Juno using unusual slang to 
tell her story in Juno, Greg uses 
metaphors to describe different 
things in his life. For example, he 
uses a moose and a chipmunk as a 
metaphor for a relationship.
Molly Shannon provides 
comedic relief as Rachel’s mother, 
Denise. Hugh Jackman makes 
a brief appearance in the film 
when Greg pretends to be Rachel 
after she hears a comment from 
someone that talks about her 
having cancer; Greg hears Hugh 
ranting about playing Wolverine 
in the X-Men film series.
The camera movements and 
the descriptions in Me and Earl 
and the Dying Girl, such as the 
Part After All the Other Parts, 
are similar to Wes Anderson’s 
films. Although he is not involved 
in this film, the production 
company, Indian Paintbrush, that 
released his most recent films 
also released this one.
Me and Earl and the Dying 
Girl also shows the appreciation 
of film because Greg’s father 
(Nick Offerman) introduces Greg 
and Earl to foreign films, which 
inspires them to make their own 
versions of classic films like the 
characters did in Be Kind Rewind. 
Hopefully, the DVD and Blu-Ray 
will include full versions of Greg 
and Earl’s films!
Overall, Me and Earl and the 
Dying Girl will cause you to laugh 
and cry at the same time.
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
 illustrator
@theotherpress.ca
Board games are fun, but some are difficult to play outside. 
Paper counters have a tendency to 
fly away and a lot of little pieces 
can get lost. This game comes 
in a great travel size and has the 
added benefit of being able to 
explore huge tracts of land from 
the comfort of your own table.
Tiny Epic Kingdoms is a 
strategy game for two to five 
players designed by Scott Almes 
and published by Gamelyn 
Games in 2014. Players control 
a fantasy race and attempt to 
gain the most victory points 
by growing their population, 
researching magic, and building 
their tower. One player chooses 
an action—build, research, 
patrol, etc.—then all players 
execute that action in sequence. 
The game ends once a player 
fulfills one of the end game 
criteria and there aren’t any more 
actions left in the pool.
The rules for play are 
extremely simplified. Each faction 
can guide you in how you play 
the game—whether you focus on 
building, war, or research—but 
the choice is ultimately yours as 
there are several ways to score 
points and win. Every victory 
point in the game is hard won, so 
games are often close.
The gameplay length can 
vary quite a bit. Some players can 
rush to start the endgame while 
others can delay the endgame 
until they max out points. The 
war mechanic is also very unique, 
with players having to contribute 
resources to their war effort, 
which are taken whether they 
win or lose. During a war action, 
players can also ask for peace, 
which will allow both players 
to form an alliance and occupy 
the same spot. Although some 
players may ask for peace, only to 
make war on their unsuspecting 
opponent.
Tiny Epic Kingdoms 
combines the strategy elements 
of Risk and Settlers of Catan in 
a very small box. Don’t let its 
size fool you—the versatility 
and re-playability of the game is 
extensive. I would recommend 
the game to any group looking for 
a fun and versatile strategy game.
Chairman of the Board: 
Little conquerors
A story of life and death
 ‘Tiny Epic Kingdoms’ review
 ‘Me and Earl and the Dying Girl’ movie review
As someone who is obsessed with martial arts, sci-fi, 
fantasy, medieval culture, and 
gaming, I found Sword Art 
Online to cater to my every 
fictional preference. All A-1 
Pictures had to do was not screw 
it up. And they didn’t—at first.
With the advent of virtual 
reality gaming rigs like Oculus 
Rift, we seem to have less and 
less incentive to go outside 
nowadays. Sword Art Online 
agrees, setting the series in 
a future where gamers enjoy 
virtual reality headsets that 
simulate tangible worlds in the 
mind of the wearer, enhancing 
the experience of gaming online 
with friends. The game is the 
latest MMORPG (massively 
multiplayer online role-playing 
game) from eccentric genius 
game designer Akihiko Kayaba. 
It’s all fun and games until, of 
course, the players find they 
cannot log out. The only way to 
escape is to beat the game, but 
dying in the game means death 
for real.
It’s a quaint, rusty hook, but 
the early episodes make some 
intriguing catches with it. The 
gamers evolve a social structure 
over time: the best players make 
military guilds dedicated to 
ending the simulation, while 
others populate safe zones and 
perfect their trade skills, such 
as blacksmithing. Those who 
risk the most gain the biggest 
rewards. Players can marry, 
own property, or even kill one 
another for personal gain, but 
they must do it all in accordance 
with the rules of the game. The 
population starts dwindling 
from day one, so each death has 
impact.
Social commentary aside, 
the show’s not as clever as it 
thinks it is. Kirito, the lead 
character, is so lazily written 
that he comes across as a blank 
slate. Playing solo, he manages 
to out-level everyone else (which 
never happens in an MMO), slay 
area bosses, and defy the laws 
of the game through sheer force 
of will, even as women fall in 
packs for his angsty anti-charm. 
It makes no sense that an anti-
social loner is the one getting 
stuff done while the teamwork 
brigade loses squad after squad.
That said, it’s the 
relationship between Kirito 
and Asuna, a guild commander 
and foil fencer extraordinaire, 
that carries the show’s message 
best. Although their chemistry 
is amateurish, it shows that 
these are people who are 
afraid to be hurt. Opening up 
is hard for them because of 
the world they now inhabit, 
where death is easier to deal 
with if they don’t get attached 
to anyone. It’s poignant to see 
them together because it shows 
virtual relationships can be just 
as powerful as flesh-and-blood 
ones.
Sword Art Online looked 
so promising from the outset. 
The animation was at Studio 
Ghibli levels of detail, the fights 
only improved with time, and 
the soundtrack was fittingly 
operatic. However, the poorly 
structured plot kills the show 
quickly. There are too many one-
off, filler episodes that distract 
from the overall goal of escape, 
which is achieved halfway 
through the season. Even worse, 
we never learn the reason why 
Kayaba chose to trap the players 
in his death simulator, even 
though this was the driving 
question to be answered.
The second half of the 
season isn’t even worth 
mentioning. I thought we’d 
get to see a traumatized Kirito 
readjust to life outside the 
game, but instead the writers 
contrive an idiotic reason to 
revive presumed dead characters 
(irredeemably cheapening their 
sacrifice) and send Kirito into a 
new virtual world in search of 
them. What a way to wreck the 
entire point of the show for the 
sake of another 12 episodes.
Like most modern virtual 
reality tech, Sword Art Online 
is depressingly overrated. You’ll 
find more adventure outside 
than you will in this series, 
so find some sticks and play 
swords. It’ll be more fun than 
this show.
Animesque: 
Double-edged sword
 ‘Sword Art Online’ better as a mini-
series
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
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Vancouver’s vibrant and colourful scenery is 
beautifully reflected in Jessie 
McNeil’s collage art, currently on 
display in the Showroom at the 
Vancouver Art Gallery until July 31.
The exhibit features 27 
new figurative collage pieces 
that depict scenes from around 
Vancouver’s Strathcona and 
Chinatown neighbourhoods. 
The artwork is based on street 
photography done by McNeil and 
made using magazine clippings.
“I just flip through magazines 
and when I see a colour, I 
immediately grab it and cut it 
out. In some cases, if I see denim 
immediately, then I’ll use that for 
jeans,” McNeil said.
The collages capture people 
going about their everyday lives as 
they shop, work, spend time with 
friends, and roam the city streets.
“There’s just something really 
nice about the scene of public 
spaces around you being engaged 
with people using them,” she said.
This particular collection has 
a personal connection for McNeil 
because the collages represent the 
Strathcona area where she grew 
up.
“When I look at these 
Chinatown collages, it reminds 
me of home,” she said. “But at 
the same time I think about 
the changes going on in that 
neighbourhood that aren’t 
benefitting the people.”
One of the collages from 
the collection that resonates 
with viewers is “E. Georgia.” It 
depicts three men in cooking 
uniforms taking a break in a 
back alley in Chinatown—two of 
them smoking and one of them 
checking his smartphone—while 
a man in jeans and a jacket with a 
blue umbrella passes by.
“Somebody just told me, 
‘That is so Chinatown.’ It talks 
about light and you get a real sense 
of figure and of place with this one 
piece,” she said. “I tend to choose 
people who have clothes that 
reflect light or just show contrast 
in shades and stuff.”
For more information 
on McNeil’s artwork and her 
upcoming shows, check out 
JessieMcNeil.ca.
The Vancouver Art Gallery 
Showroom is open daily from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and McNeil’s exhibit 
will be on display until July 31.
The first time I ever saw Sir Christopher Lee on the big 
screen was in The Lord of the 
Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring. 
Having not yet read Tolkien’s 
epic, I didn’t know who this 
Saruman guy was supposed to 
be—only that he scared the life 
out of seven-year-old me. Five 
times Lee reprised that role 
over the next 14 years, and I 
remained rapt for every moment 
he was on screen. Few actors can 
lend believable gravitas to such 
fantastical characters, let alone 
make them feel truly immortal. 
Lee was an actor who spent nearly 
three quarters of a century doing 
exactly that.
After a number of 
unflattering roles in his early TV 
and film career, Lee was cast, 
thanks to his towering frame, as 
the Monster in Hammer Films’ 
The Curse of Frankenstein. This 
began nearly two decades of 
Hammer Films horror sequels 
starring Lee as every abomination 
from the Mummy to Dracula, 
though his predatory portrayal 
of Bram Stoker’s legendary 
bloodsucker was by far his most 
defining role.
Lee’s career revolved around 
villainy. He was considered too 
tall to be a leading man, and 
instead found himself repeatedly 
thrust into the role of the 
adversary. Two of his notable 
villain roles were Scaramanga, 
the classy rival assassin to 
James Bond in The Man with 
the Golden Gun, and Count 
Dook, the aristocratic Sith Lord 
extraordinaire in Star Wars: 
Attack of the Clones.
Lee also enjoyed a number 
of more mainstream roles during 
the 1970s, one of them being his 
portrayal of the famous British 
sleuth in The Private Life of 
Sherlock Holmes. However, he 
swiftly returned to form as the 
nefarious Comte de Rochefort 
in Richard Lester’s The Three 
Musketeers. He also lent his 
spooky, gothic charm to Tim 
Burton’s Corpse Bride and Sleepy 
Hollow. His most quirky film was 
probably the Twin Peaks-esque, 
1973 movie The Wicker Man. 
But acting wasn’t Lee’s only 
talent. Being a classically trained 
singer, he formed a metal band 
called Rhapsody of Fire. He 
also published several concept 
albums such as Heavy Metal 
Christmas and Charlemagne, the 
latter of which had a personal 
connection for Lee since his 
family is partly descended from 
the real Charlemagne. In fact, 
some of Lee’s most uproarious 
roles include musical numbers, 
such as the infamous “Name Your 
Poison” scene from the corny 
1980s superhero film The Return 
of Captain Invincible. 
In addition to his dramatic 
work, Lee heavily donated to 
charity. As a result, he was 
appointed a Commander of the 
Venerable Order of Saint John 
in 1997, then Commander of 
the Order of the British Empire 
in 2001, and finally a Knight 
Bachelor on the Queen’s birthday 
in 2009.
Lee’s naturally imposing 
charisma and melodic basso 
voice brought life to some of 
the most memorable villains of 
yesteryear and modern cinema 
alike. His first role, over 80 years 
ago, was in a school production 
of Rumpelstiltskin as the 
eponymous demon, which was 
perhaps foretelling of his future 
career. Lee had an undeniable 
talent for taking the corniest 
schlock imaginable and turning 
it into something entertaining, or 
even beautiful.
Time and again, he made us 
all believe he really was immortal. 
So here’s to you, Sir Christopher. 
May your memory never die.
Immortal villainy
 Remembering Christopher Lee
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
Explore Chinatown with artist Jessie McNeil
 Collage art on display at Vancouver Art Gallery
Over two decades, 10 titles, and multiple spin-offs later, 
the famous fantasy fighting 
game series Mortal Kombat has 
returned with Mortal Kombat X. 
Created by Midway and currently 
handled by NetherRealm 
Studios, this one makes for the 
most polished Mortal Kombat 
yet.
A direct spiritual successor 
to NetherRealm’s DC superhero 
brawler Injustice: Gods Among 
Us, Mortal Kombat X takes 
everything that made the game 
a smash hit and improves on 
it in every single way. The fully 
destructible stages, the realistic 
animation, and the silky smooth 
frame rate from Injustice all carry 
over to Mortal Kombat X to make 
for a much more user-friendly 
experience. 
For all the brawling 
mainstays that make Mortal 
Kombat X what it is, there is one 
thing that makes the whole thing 
feel new even to the fighting 
game veterans: a complete and 
utter shake-up of the cast of 
characters. Palette swaps are all 
too common in this genre and 
with its respectable 24-character 
roster (eight of whom are new to 
the series), studying the combos 
of each character becomes an 
incredibly deep experience. 
Those who have returned to the 
series, such as my main man 
Reptile, are still the same basic 
characters except for completely 
different move sets and the 
option to pick one of three 
special moves before the start of 
a match. Even the old characters 
feel fresh. As much as I miss 
Smoke, Cassie Cage and Takeda 
will suffice.
The main reason gamers play 
Mortal Kombat is because of the 
fierce competition that comes 
from brutalizing another player, 
but there is plenty to do for those 
who predominantly play offline 
and alone. The story mode, while 
sporting an acceptable plot and 
decent length compared to most 
other fighting games, still feels a 
bit less than substantial. A more 
streamlined way to play on your 
own is to play towers, which is 
basically Mortal Kombat’s take on 
arcade mode. You can either play 
a standard tower of 10 people 
or Test Your Luck, which is the 
new addition of a roulette that 
causes strange things to happen 
to the arena and your characters. 
It’s highly unbalanced but you 
can’t deny the cool factor of 
ice missiles flying from the sky 
trying to hit fighters who are 
surrounded by noxious gas. 
Test Your Might deserves a 
mention only so that you know 
to avoid it. It’s the same kind of 
deal as a regular tower except 
that, instead of fighting, you 
mash buttons as hard as possible 
as you watch your character 
karate chop various objects. You 
can’t beat the tower without 
cheating.
I haven’t had this much fun 
with any other Mortal Kombat, 
or even any fighting game, 
in quite some time. Mortal 
Kombat X balances massive 
improvements to gameplay and 
aesthetic, combined with the 
qualities that make the series 
special.
‘Mortal Kombat’ keeps it classic with latest release
 ‘Mortal Kombat X’ PS4 Review
Alex Stanton
Staff Writer
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Vancouver is a beautiful city that we’re lucky to call home. 
Thousands of people visit our city 
every year to see the sights and 
enjoy its attractions, and there’s 
no better time to do it than the 
summer. Free from the rain 
that falls continuously for most 
months of the year, this season is 
a chance to truly enjoy what the 
Vancouver region has to offer. 
But like the moon, the 
sun too has a dark side. Going 
outdoors is fine for a little while, 
but pretty soon you’re sunburned, 
dehydrated, sweating profusely, 
and wishing for the sweet release 
of air conditioning (or maybe 
death). Fortunately, there’s plenty 
to do that involves enjoying the 
sunshine and the zest of summer 
while still allowing for the 
opportunity to get away from the 
temperature when needed.
Vancouver Aquarium: 
Located in the middle of Stanley 
Park is the Vancouver Aquarium. 
Many parts of the aquarium, 
including their major exhibits, 
are outdoors but several other 
parts are located inside. You 
can still see many exciting sea 
creatures in an air-conditioned 
indoor environment, including 
viewing areas for the outdoor 
pens of dolphins and belugas. 
As another bonus, many of 
the shows involve splashing 
cool water onto the audience 
as another way of beating the 
heat. And although portions 
are indoors, you might want to 
carry a drink with you as some 
areas can be pretty hot due to 
temperatures being maintained 
for cold-blooded creatures.
Gastown: A historic 
“vintage” tourist attraction, 
visiting Gastown involves 
wandering through several 
outdoor streets. However, the 
structure of the area allows most 
of the walking to take place in 
the coverage of shade provided 
by the buildings. And of course, 
there are plenty of buildings to 
stop into—restaurants, pubs, and 
shops, among others. 
Commercial Drive: Located 
in the heart of East Vancouver, 
this quirky neighbourhood 
features a long sprawl of 
beautiful streets. Trout Lake and 
Grandview Park are two major 
outdoor public areas to spend the 
day. Beautiful scenic views and 
playful people are sure to keep 
your spirits high. When you can’t 
stand another second outside, 
there’s a huge variety of stores, 
restaurants, and pubs to cool off 
in. 
Breweries/distilleries: In 
various locations throughout 
the Lower Mainland, breweries 
or distilleries offer a firsthand 
look into where your favourite 
alcoholic beverages come from. 
Touring the facilities provides an 
educational experience for free or 
for a small fee, and almost always 
include a sampling. 
False Creek: One of the 
most beautiful spots in the area. 
False Creek overlooks the water 
and provides many trails and 
walkways to look at the view. 
There are many shaded areas to 
walk around in or sit and relax, 
and Science World overlooks the 
area if you get tired of the great 
outdoors. 
New Westminster Quay: 
Located a block away from the 
New Westminster SkyTrain 
Station and Douglas College, 
this quay is a beautiful scenic 
sea walk. It features local art, a 
spectacular view of the Fraser 
River, and even a hidden beach 
area with hammocks and 
volleyball courts. There’s lots 
of shade to be found around, 
but when the temperature gets 
too high to tolerate, there are 
also many restaurants and pubs 
available for indoor relaxation. 
Bard on the Beach: Western 
Canada’s largest Shakespeare 
festival! Despite the title, all 
of the theatre productions are 
actually performed in elaborate 
tents just outside the beach at 
Vanier Park. The tents allow for a 
cool sea breeze to balance the hot 
summer air, so you can enjoy the 
sunshine but still stay protected 
from heat. All the plays are 
performed by professionals, and 
usually altered and lighthearted 
enough to not be off-putting 
to a Shakespeare novice. The 
surrounding beach area allows for 
an outing before or after the play 
as well.
Movie theatres: When 
all else fails, Metro Vancouver 
features a wide variety of cinemas 
to relax in. You can become 
immersed in an imaginary world 
munching popcorn in a large 
air-conditioned dark room for 
couple of hours. Various Cineplex 
locations host the current 
blockbusters, the Vancity Theatre 
has independent art films and 
documentaries, and the Rio 
Theatre holds late-night cult 
classics, among others. 
Indoor and outdoor places to 
spend your summer
 Accommodations with sun and air conditioning!
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
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Green thumbs up
Green thumbs up
It’s a no-brainer that summer is the time for fun outdoor 
activities. It is also the best time 
of the year for vacations. What 
makes these outdoor activities 
even better is all the pretty 
flowers, bushes, lush green 
gardens, and bright green trees. 
The lovely butterflies and 
honey bees swarming over 
sweet-smelling flowers 
add to the liveliness 
of the scenery. Going 
to parks, botanical 
gardens, and creeks is a very 
calming experience in summer 
evenings. While most of us are 
planning on a holiday, those 
who can’t go for one due 
shouldn’t be disappointed. 
There’s lots that you can 
do right in your backyard 
to bring yourself the 
natural element that you 
would miss by skipping 
an outing. Gardening is a very 
productive hobby. Love for 
gardening is natural for some, 
but many people fall in love 
with gardening as they get 
more involved. It’s perfect both 
for those who like spending 
some time alone and those who 
are more social and enjoy the 
company of their near and dear 
ones. 
Gardening it is very healthy 
for your mind and body. CNN.
com and DailyMail.co.uk report 
various studies that echo the 
benefits of gardening on one’s 
mental and physical health. You 
get to spend time outside your 
house, away from bags of chips, 
idiot boxes, and computers. 
Whilst working in your garden, 
you can play with your pets or 
just watch all the cute animals 
that roam around scrounging 
for food. You get to breathe 
fresh air, which improves your 
blood flow; you get to eat the 
freshest and healthiest food; 
and you also gain a sense of 
responsibility that can bring 
great satisfaction. Along with 
this you also contribute to 
creating a nurturing ecosystem 
for other life. 
Some refer to gardening as a 
complete spiritual process: you 
plant something and nurture it 
with patience and love. For those 
who want to give gardening a try 
but are apprehensive because 
they are confused about where 
to begin or how to begin, here’s 
a basic guide to get you started. 
Gloria Herman, my neighbour, 
who has splendidly maintained 
a lovely kitchen garden and 
a front lawn for last 18 years. 
shared some of her secrets to get 
a beautiful garden. Her first and 
foremost advice is to start with 
What you should be doing with your yard
By Chitwan Khosla, Features Editor
easier-to-grow plants so that 
you become accustomed to the 
whole process.
You obviously need some 
land if you want to grow trees, 
bushes, or tall plants but those 
who don’t have land or space 
in backyards for gardening can 
opt for pots or tray gardens and 
sow smaller plants or vines. 
You can also go for community 
gardens like those offered by 
DIVERSEcity, a not-for-profit 
agency, in Surrey. Ask around 
to see if you can find a local 
community garden!
The very first step to start 
gardening is to prepare your 
soil. You need to dig up the 
entire space in small patches. 
Check your soil. It should be a 
right balance, neither too wet 
nor too dry. Nutrient rich soil 
is a must for healthy plants and 
you must nurture your soil very 
often. Also, remove all the weeds 
and other unwanted growth 
from your garden. Add compost 
and natural fertilizers into the 
soil. You can put dead leaves 
or even peels of vegetables and 
fruits. Work up the soil again. 
It is important to note that it is 
not advisable to walk on your 
prepared beds. This inhibits the 
proper supply of fertilizers and 
water to the deeper regions of 
the soil, so leave your soil loose, 
don’t stomp on it trying to give it 
a neat look. If you are using pots 
or trays then you can skip this 
step and buy the soil from local 
nurseries. Next, water your soil 
for two to three days—keeping it 
in the sun of course. 
Then it’s time to select your 
plants. Decide on what kind 
of garden you want and what 
you will grow where. Herman 
suggests that it’s better to keep 
your flowers away from your 
vegetables and herbs as they 
attract a lot of birds, which can 
dig and eat up your seeds. Once 
you have read the instructions 
about how to sow a plant, you 
can start seeding them. Prepare 
the rows by making furrows 
and start seeding one plant at a 
time, leaving enough distance 
between them. Usually the 
distance required is mentioned 
on the packet of seeds when you 
buy them, but the golden rule 
is at least six inches away from 
each other. This allows for you 
to easily reach them when they 
grow without disturbing the 
roots of the other plants. For the 
beginners who are not quite sure 
about the seeding, there are also 
set plants from nurseries. Then 
you just need to dig a hole in the 
soil and place the plant in it.
If you are growing flowers 
you must see if they are annuals 
or perennials. Annuals need 
to be sown every year while 
perennials last longer and bloom 
at their peak season (usually 
spring). 
Looking after your plants is 
an on-going process and a test in 
patience, but the initial week or 
two is crucial. Herman tells that 
one way to protect your seeds 
from squirrels and other rodents 
is to place sliced lemon near 
the furrows. The strong aroma 
keeps flies, rodents, and even a 
few birds away. Herman also tells 
that sprinkling used tea leaves 
over your plants act as a great 
manure which can boost the 
plant growth significantly!
It is common for weeds to 
grow faster initially, but if you 
regularly remove them you 
will notice fewer. Water your 
plants daily during summer but 
remember not to flood your 
plant beds. About 500ml to 
800ml of water is sufficient per 
seed before the shoot appears. 
Once the shoot surfaces, you can 
increase the water supply to a 
litre per plant. 
During rainy season, water 
your plants only if necessary and 
even that in very small amounts 
as there is high moisture content 
in the atmosphere. Make sure 
your plants get ample sunlight. 
Gardening gets you outside 
and appreciating nature in a 
totally different way than most 
other activities. Whether 
you start off small or 
leap right in 
with a bigger 
gardening plot, 
and whether you pursue 
it solo or find a community, 
soon the plants will start 
growing and you will get 
the ultimate satisfaction of 
contributing to life and growth.
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Apart from food, one thing that expresses one’s love for 
culture and traditions is clothing. 
Clothing is an integral part of 
any country or community, and 
people identify with their own 
when they incorporate tradition 
in their wardrobes. 
Interestingly, this season, 
the latest clothing trends scream 
of cultural roots. Designers all 
around the world have been 
experimenting to create a fusion 
of modern and cultural attire 
that speaks of our image and 
traditional property, and we have 
fervent customers for them right 
here in the Lower Mainland. 
We’re a target market because of 
our passion for fashion and bold 
style. I have been shopping and 
studying the market extensively 
for the past few weeks, and was 
glad to see that people were not 
only wearing ethnic apparel of 
their own, but were trying those 
influenced by other cultures 
and traditions as well. Here’s 
my quick compilation of the 
culturally inspired fashion this 
season that you should try, and 
possibly give permanent space to 
in your wardrobes.
African fashion safari: 
boubou, dashiki shirts, and 
cotton head wraps
Some of the boldest, most 
vibrant, and beautiful traditional 
wear on the market these days 
is African. The fearless use of 
warm colours and striking big 
prints is stunning. African wear 
is very practical. It suits almost 
every body shape and type, 
and goes well with the weather. 
This season you can find very 
interesting floral and geometric 
prints in dresses. 
A boubou is a long, 
unisexual caftan dress native to 
West Africa. This is appropriate 
for the summer as it is loose-
fitting. You can find boubous for 
men, or grand boubou as they 
call them at some traditional 
stores, but they are not very 
popular. On the other hand, 
women can be seen wearing 
boubous extensively and even 
stores like Sears have dresses 
and tunics influenced from the 
boubou. For men, dashiki shirts 
have again made a comeback. 
Loose and comfortable, dashiki 
shirts do not have buttons or 
collars. They usually have long 
V-necks with full- or half-sleeves. 
They are perfect for a weekend 
lunch at your local pub or at 
the beach. Cotton head wraps 
are quite on-trend this year, 
especially with flamboyant 
colours like bloody red and 
margarita pink. If you are keen 
to try African wear, look at stores 
like Touch of Africa on West 
Pender Street in downtown 
Vancouver. 
The Indian affair: kurtis 
with Patiala shahis and kurta 
pyjamas
Talk about India’s clothing 
and what first comes to mind 
is the playful mingling of 
lively colours and outrageous 
embroidery. There is not a 
single Indian woman out there 
who has not tried at least half 
a dozen ethnic dresses before 
every wedding (which is a near-
quarterly affair) or festivals 
(almost a monthly affair) in her 
life. I take pride in my culture 
and its clothing especially, and 
always add the latest trends to 
my collection of Indian dresses. 
Pretty much all the Indian style 
statements become popular 
when you start noticing them in 
media. 
Kurtis are quite popular 
across the globe among young 
and working Indian women. 
Originally made from 100 per 
cent pure cotton, kurtis can 
have regional influence in their 
patterns and embroidery. Patiala 
shahi, from the royal city of 
Punjab, is a loose trousers-like 
clothing for women just like a 
shalwar but with more tapering 
at the ankles. What makes a 
Patiala shahi so special is the 
pleating that creates a very 
elegant look. Super comfortable, 
these are fit for summer and 
winter alike. This summer you 
can find many women pairing 
knee-length, long-sleeved kurtis 
with Patiala shahis. This is a 
very interesting twist because 
traditionally Patiala shahis are 
worn with longer kurtis and long 
scarfs called dupattas. Lighter 
shades of yellow, blue, and pink 
are quite popular. You can wear a 
kurti with a pair of jeans as well if 
you want to go more Western in 
your appearance. 
Kurta pyjamas are evergreen 
dresses for men from India. A 
simple yet smart long shirt with 
straight pants of the same fabric, 
it is a comfort heaven for men in 
summer. Usually available in very 
soft and colours like white, beige, 
ecru, and grey, kurta pyjamas 
this summer are breaking all 
the stereotypes and going 
for very striking colours like 
azure, chartreuse, bottle-green, 
lavender, and peach. Kurta-
pyjamas are hard to buy ready-
made, and generally require the 
services of a skillful tailor, but are 
totally worth it. 
Chinese silk road: silk and 
cotton Cheongsam dresses 
and Changshan jackets
Royal, elegant, and powerful 
are very suitable adjectives 
for some of the beautiful 
clothing from China. With little 
knowledge about the culture, 
I visited seemingly endless 
stores in a day to look for some 
traditional wear. I was so lost in 
the fine detail and perfection of 
the embroidery on silks. 
I spotted many young ladies 
wearing Cheongsam. Though 
there are much shorter dresses 
than the authentic ones around, 
they still have similar designs 
and fabric. Silk is the primary 
material for Cheongsam and also 
the traditional one, but it is hard 
to look after—no one wants to 
make trips to the dry cleaners 
on a regular basis. Fortunately, 
you can find cotton and other 
materials being used to make this 
pretty, figure-hugging attire. This 
summer, bright floral prints are 
quite in fashion. The traditional 
red is getting less popular, and 
lighter tones of indigo, purple, 
magenta, and gold are easily 
available. Black ones are perfect 
for a dinner date. They are 
different from the regular little 
black dresses, and give you a 
subtly chic look. Invest in a very 
durable material if you want to 
buy one. For men this season, 
Changshan jackets are available 
in more practical fabrics, as 
opposed to silk. Although you’re 
missing the glamour of silk, one 
can still feel handsome in these 
jackets thanks to their special 
fitting at the shoulders. 
Chitwan Khosla
Features Editor
 features
@theotherpress.ca
Fabric of cultures
 Globally inspired summer wear
 Boubou
 Kurti with Patiala shahi
 Daishiki
 Cheongsam
 Kurta pyjama
 Changshan
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Technology is ever-advancing, but it’s nice to see that 
some aspects of it remain the 
same—that being the need to 
connect. People nowadays get 
criticized for being socially 
disconnected, but as someone 
who is living and loving this 
technology revolution, I 
encourage people not to see it 
as a disconnect, but rather an 
evolution in how we establish 
and maintain relationships. The 
people over at Rapido Connected 
Wear, a company sponsored by 
Samsung, obviously think the 
same way.
Their line of outerwear 
allows people to text emoticons 
and messages that will change 
the way your jacket looks. From 
patterns to colours, your lover 
or friend can let you know their 
mood or just tell you how much 
they miss you, and have you 
instantly aware of their feelings. 
It’s like having your ears ring, 
taken to the next level!
The jacket works via its 
connection to a specialized 
app. A user can send a message 
to another user and have that 
message interpreted into one 
of many animated emoticons. 
Messages such as “I love you,” 
will result in a beating heart 
you can literally wear on your 
sleeve! While “I miss you,” will 
cause the jacket to animate a 
rainfall of blue tears. For now, 
the technology is limited to the 
sleeve, and so far hasn’t yet been 
adapted to display readable 
messages.
One cool thing that has 
been done with the technology 
is its ability to colour scan: if you 
see a particular shade that you’d 
like to share with someone, 
simply scan it with your phone 
(or if you have an emoticon 
jacket of your own, you can 
simply touch the sleeve cuff to 
the desired colour) and send the 
colour to your loved one. The 
jacket will then display it on your 
sleeve.
Truth be told, there’s not 
much practical application 
to Rapido’s new brainchild. It 
doesn’t cure any diseases, or 
make life easier in any way we 
seem to think technology is 
supposed to. But I’m going to 
go out on a limb and say that 
allowing couples, families, 
and friends to share and just 
generally play around and 
entertain each other is probably 
worth a lot more than a new 
software program to encrypt 
your emails, or a one-player 
game on your iPhone that allows 
you to manage a vault. People 
often forget that sometimes 
technology should just be fun, 
and nothing is more fun than 
turning your friend’s jacket the 
exact shade of barf green that 
you found in a restaurant’s ham 
and pea soup.
When I first met Ryan “The Lion” Diaz beneath the 
big black awning at Diaz Combat 
Sports (DCS), I could tell he was 
a real fighter. Between his tree-
trunk legs and cauliflower ears 
(a condition that occurs with 
repeated blows to the cartilage 
around the ears), there was no 
mistaking his passion. I didn’t 
need to know that he was King 
of the Cage World Champion 
(flyweight) in 2007, or that he’d 
studied martial arts in Las Vegas, 
Japan, Abu Dhabi, and Thailand. 
Diaz’s real credentials are his 
experience, and he’s not shy to 
say so.
His website, sparse and 
spartan, contained no great 
pretensions to mastery or 
extravagant claims of lineage. As 
he puts it on his page, “I fought 
for the love of fighting.” Absent 
from any fanfare, his rules of 
study are made clear: “All egos 
will be left at the door, we are 
all equals at DCS is a rule that 
will be strictly enforced.” It’s a 
simple philosophy, and one I can 
certainly get behind
The atmosphere of DCS 
was quite different from any 
other martial arts school I’ve 
visited. There’s a small element 
of ceremony (bowing in and 
out), but otherwise, things feel 
fairly informal. There’s always 
a pulsing dance-club beat in 
the background as if I were 
in a public gym—I found it a 
little distracting, and the tone 
of practice is far less stark. 
Everyone there was enthusiastic 
and genial, instructor and 
student alike. Traditionalists 
may dislike this rhythmic 
approach, but it will certainly 
appeal to those who enjoy a more 
communal workout experience.
DCS is open Monday to 
Saturday, and the early hours 
are the peak if you’re looking 
for personalized training and a 
chance to spar on the open mat. 
“DCS Fit” classes are available 
from 1–1:30 p.m. every day, 
designed for the busy urbanite 
looking for a short, intense 
fitness test. Mixed martial 
arts classes are available in the 
mornings, while afternoon 
classes focus on Muay Thai, 
orthodox boxing, or Jiu-Jitsu 
grappling depending on the day. 
Women’s kickboxing takes place 
6–7 p.m. every day following 
4:30–5:15 p.m. children’s training 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays.
There’s a wide variety of 
training available. But if you’re 
going, you had better be ready 
to sweat. Inexperienced and 
out-of-shape practitioners will 
struggle from the intensity of the 
workouts. Be sure to bring your 
own water bottle as well, unless 
you want to buy them on-site for 
a buck each. 
I have no option but to give 
DCS a ringing endorsement. 
Diaz himself and all his students 
are fun to work with, and you’ll 
get a solid week of free access 
to the gym for a trial period, so 
there’s no downside to taking 
the plunge. Even if you’re not a 
martial artist, you have nothing 
to lose. DCS can be found at 747 
Gore Avenue. If you can pony up 
$100 a month, you’ll find quality 
training under that big black 
awning.
 Ryan ‘The Lion’ Diaz with a knockout combo
Fighting Fit: Diaz Combat Sports
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
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Ready for the ultimate public display of affection?
 Electronic emoticon jackets
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Just as writers occasionally have writer’s block, sometimes 
regular folks have what I call “fun 
block.” Fun block is mostly just 
a euphemism for boredom, but 
it’s a most heinous sort of boring. 
I like to think being in a state of 
fun block is not only being bored, 
but also having absolutely no 
excuse for it. For a good many of 
us, the Lower Mainland between 
late-June and mid-September is 
our oyster—and what an oyster it 
is. Vancouver gives us an excuse 
to go downtown and get weird 
with a week of fireworks and 
football-field-sized slip-and-
slides, but that’s once in a blue 
moon. You could go throw a 
football around or something, 
but I can see that getting old 
in about 10 minutes. There are 
some things that are a bit more 
stimulating though.
1. Paintball: For a lot of 
people, this isn’t exactly what 
they’d call an underrated 
activity—it’s their life. Hardcore 
ballers spend $80 minimum on a 
weapon, and that’s just the gun. 
If you want to live out the rest of 
your life with any semblance of 
depth perception, you’re going to 
want to wear a mask or goggles 
of some sort. Guns, armour, and 
ammunition are all generally 
available for rent at any given 
arena/field. If you’re cool with 
putting in some work for your 
play, I can’t recommend any 
activity more than this, especially 
if you place bets and wagers.
 2. Beer league baseball: 
If you’re reading this, I can only 
assume you’re a college student. 
You’re probably thinking “No 
matter what I do with summer, 
chances are, it’s going to be better 
with beer.” I’ll let you know right 
now that you can include sports 
(baseball, specifically) in the 
crowded pantheon of great things 
to do followed with a refreshing 
drink. Whether with buds or 
strangers, it’s always nice to get 
to know others over a few cold 
ones, and beer league baseball is 
extremely chill: you hit a ball and 
you run for a couple of seconds—
then you make your way to the 
pub.
3. A cruise: Not a cruise 
ship, though. I mean a good ol’ 
fashioned, sunny day, honest-
to-God cruise in your car across 
the city/region/province. I love 
to drive. My life changed when 
I got my licence.  This is an 
especially awesome idea if your 
vehicle of choice has a cult-like 
following, like a Mustang or a 
Harley Davidson—you can always 
find other driving enthusiasts to 
cruise with on the TransCanada. 
Good beats, a full tank of gas, and 
the howling wind? Bliss. 
4. Cliff jumping: If you 
think you’re nuts, go ahead and 
prove it by jumping off the top 
of a waterfall into a pool of water 
about as wide as a shed and as 
cold as the North Pole. This is a 
really thrilling, inexpensive thing 
to do, with the only flaw being 
the obvious issues with safety. 
Do not attempt to cliff jump 
unless you’ve taken every single 
precaution. Check the pool’s 
depth first to make sure it’s deep 
enough. 
5. Tours: These seemed 
kind of lame when you were 
forced to go on them in school, 
but really, there’s a lot of crazy, 
interesting stuff that goes on in 
your immediate area, namely, 
nature. If you know of a rural area 
close by, you can ride around the 
trails on a horse or an ATV. For 
you ranch-hating hipsters, a tour 
of your own city can be insightful. 
Bonus, you can use a tour to come 
up with even more unorthodox 
activities to do outside.
 From weapons to waterfalls, we’ve got the road less travelled covered
Five fun outdoor ideas that 
not everyone thinks of
Alex Stanton
Staff Writer
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 Mushroom burgers perfect for any outdoor grill
Meatless Monday: A BBQ win for the 
veg-heads! Peanut butter stir fry
Ingredients
1 portobello mushroom
¼ cup extra-virgin olive oil
1 clove garlic, minced
1 ciabatta bun
1 tsp. aged balsamic vinegar 
(optional)
¼ cup mozzarella (optional)
¼ cup sprouts, lettuce, or 
bitter greens
1 large leaf basil (optional)
1 tbsp. butter (optional)
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle
@theotherpress.ca
With summer comes the always savoured reign of 
the BBQ. For vegetarians this 
can be a bit of a crapshoot, since 
normally all the good BBQ-
worthy foods tend to moo or oink 
at some point in their earlier lives. 
Not to fear! For all my herbivore 
comrades I bestow upon you my 
signature recipe for mushroom 
burgers!
Begin by cutting out the 
stem, careful not to break the 
actual mushroom cap as this 
will serve as the patty. Heat the 
barbecue grill, brushing some of 
the olive oil over the edges of the 
underside of the mushroom cap. 
Lay this side down on the grill 
and close the lid. Leave the lid 
closed for two minutes.
Brush more olive oil over 
the top of the mushroom cap, 
and then flip it so the flat side is 
down. 
Mix the minced garlic in with 
the remaining olive oil before 
pouring it into the frills of the 
mushroom, then close the lid 
once more.
Leave the lid closed for 
seven to 10 minutes, depending 
on the size of the mushroom 
you’re using. When it is done, 
the outside will have darkened 
significantly, and the surface will 
be soft to the touch. If you would 
like cheese, add it in the last two 
minutes so that it is nice and 
melted.
As you wait, toast your bun 
if you wish and mix up the herb 
butter. Do so by cutting the 
basil into thin slices, and then 
fold it into the butter, making 
sure it is evenly dispensed. Once 
that is done, spread it over both 
sides of the bun. If you’d prefer 
something a bit plainer just use 
regular butter, mayo, and/or a 
grainy mustard.
Once the mushroom is 
finished, stack it onto the base of 
the bun then cover it 
with your choice 
of greens—
my 
personal 
favourite 
is sprouts. 
Take the 
vinegar 
and drizzle 
it over top of the 
greens. Make sure you use an 
aged balsamic because the flavour 
is sweeter and the consistency is 
a bit thicker. If you’re not really 
a fan of aged balsamic you can 
replace this with an equal parts 
honey and sriracha for a sweet 
and spicy kick. 
Finish it off with the top half 
of your bun and you’re done!
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There’s a wealth of gourmet hamburger places in 
Vancouver where you can fill 
your face with cow flesh. They 
range from large chains like Red 
Robin, to local franchises like 
Vera’s Burger Shack, to small 
single-location eateries. Always 
on the hunt for a good burger, 
I was very pleased when I took 
a break from cruising the Drive 
on a hot summer day to pop into 
the Cannibal Cafe. 
The decor reminded me of 
some shady music venue, the 
good kind where cheap beer and 
loud music are endemic. Classic 
silk-screened posters plastered 
the walls from the green ceiling 
to the light wooden floors, 
with more posters of upcoming 
events adhered to the bar in a 
less-permanent fashion. 
I started my meal off with 
a pint of Parallel 49’s Gypsy 
Tears—a tart red ale with 
just a little hop—and a small 
dish of fries. The fries were an 
interesting take on chilli cheese 
fries, with a pair of small burger 
patties, caramelized onions that 
weren’t overly sweet, American 
and cheddar cheese, and their 
signature cannibal sauce which 
had a nice balance of mustard 
and vinegar to set the dish in the 
right direction. 
When my friend arrived, 
she ordered the Black Forest 
shake—an alcoholic concoction 
of black cherry vodka and 
chocolate. The shake came out 
deliciously lumpy and thick 
rather than smooth. The flavour 
was perfect and it brought back 
memories of black forest trifle at 
my family’s summer BBQ. Our 
dishes came, the Kowabunga 
burger and a custom turkey 
burger on a gluten-free bun. The 
cranberry relish seemed to fight 
with itself: too relishy and not 
enough cranberry.
The side salad was amazing 
for a side salad: a mix of greens 
with cranberry and goat cheese, 
with a very citrusy punch to the 
dressing. The yam fries were 
okay, served with spicy mayo 
and pretty standard. The gluten-
free bun had a dry biscuit taste 
unlike anything else I’d ever 
encountered. The turkey patty 
was good, lean and delicate, but 
just a little dry. The Kowabunga 
burger was stacked high with 
toppings and exploded in a 
delicious mess when I bit in. 
It wasn’t until I had bitten in 
that I got the joke, as it was 
like feasting on a big sloppy 
pepperoni and beef pizza (get it? 
Cow…). 
I must admit, the Cannibal 
Cafe makes one of the best 
burger patties I’ve ever had. A 
delicate mix of brisket, short-
rib, and chuck that balances 
out perfectly without being too 
greasy. An amazing staff pairs 
with a wonderful setting for a 
fleshy binge fest. And don’t let 
the name fool you—they make 
a great veggie patty too. The 
Cannibal Cafe can be found 
at 1818 Commercial Drive, in 
Vancouver.
#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag 
#DougLife, for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s photo is by uwtsdinternationaloffi  ce.
With the warm weather on full blast, a lot of people try 
to find ways to cool themselves 
off. Getting a drink to quench 
your thirst and beat the heat is a 
great idea. No need to limit your 
options though, so here’s a few of 
the cool drinks that you can find 
in the summer.
Slurpee: One of the most 
popular drinks that people get 
in the summer is the Slurpee. 
This iced drink can be found in 
convenience stores everywhere 
and will cool your mouth instantly 
when you sip it. There are a 
variety of flavours to choose from 
including Coke, various flavours 
of Crush, Mountain Dew, and 
a cappuccino Slurpee called a 
Slurpuccino. Although I usually 
drink one flavour in a cup, you can 
mix multiple flavours. 
Iced Cappuccino 
and Frappuccino: With a 
Tim Hortons on campus, 
many students pick up iced 
cappuccinos. The iced cappuccino 
is creamy and smooth because it 
has cream that is made from real 
Canadian milk and it has the taste 
of Tim Hortons coffee. Starbucks 
has a similar drink called the 
Frappuccino which has near-
endless flavour choices. 
Pop (dollar drink deals): 
McDonald’s has their Summer 
Drink Days which offer various 
drinks at a reasonable price. You 
can get any sized fountain drink 
or iced coffee for only $1. This year, 
you can now get a fruit smoothie 
for $2. This has caused various 
food places including 7-Eleven, 
Harvey’s, and even Subway to 
offer similar deals. 
Bubble Tea: One of my 
favourite drinks is bubble tea. 
Bubble tea is a type of drink that 
usually has tea and pearls of 
tapioca that are chewy and tasty, 
or chunks of fruit. It can be made 
with various flavours like taro, 
chocolate, or strawberry, and can 
even be made as a smoothie. In 
many bubble tea places, they have 
rewards programs which get you 
a free drink upon purchasing a set 
number!
Beating the heat is never easy 
but hopefully this helps you out 
a bit!
 Thirst quenchers for hot days
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
Guide to summer drinks
 A review of Cannibal Cafe
The Intrepid Gastronomer: Pleasure to meat you
K.P. Davis
Contributor
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   Sensitivity braining
  Flags don’t kill people
  Pack an extra change
And more!OpiniOns
This issue:Have an idea for a story? Let us know! 
Contact: Elliot Chan, Opinions Editor
                       opinions@theotherpress.ca
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions
@theotherpress.ca
Summer is here, and the sun is shining brighter than ever. 
As the sun beats down upon our 
faces, the ultraviolet rays cause 
us to develop sunburns, sweat 
profusely, and complain about 
the weather. I’m definitely one of 
these heat-hating people. I don’t 
care how “nice” the weather is, I 
don’t like the beating sun, and I 
don’t like having to spend more 
time outdoors than necessary. 
Sure, playing outside is fun 
for an hour or so. You can soak up 
some rays, drink a Coke (because 
beer is still illegal) on the beach, 
and throw a frisbee around. But 
pretty soon the drinks are empty, 
you’re sweating profusely, your 
skin is charred, and you’re asking 
for the sweet relief of losing 
consciousness. 
It’s hot out—much too hot 
out—and it’s just not something 
we’re used to. Spring is a good 
time, when the sun is shining 
and the temperature is still 
reasonable. You can do all of your 
summer activities then, without 
all the terrible things summer 
brings.
There are so many 
alternatives to going outdoors. 
Spending time indoors 
surrounded by air conditioning, 
cold drinks, and Netflix is still 
enjoyable, without the heat 
getting the best of you. There’s 
social pressure to go outside 
and spend time outdoors for no 
real reason except to enjoy the 
weather, but some of us don’t like 
what it offers. 
Besides the heat, outdoor 
activities may exacerbate 
allergies, lead to overexertion 
and dehydration, or bring us into 
contact with crowds of people. 
Avoid those situations by heading 
indoors this summer; you might 
find it to be a more enjoyable 
experience than whatever was 
out there. You can see a movie 
in an air-conditioned theatre, 
enjoy a beer in an air-conditioned 
pub, or simply not leave any of 
the comforts found in your air-
conditioned home. 
It seems to be getting 
hotter every year, and it’s hard 
to plan for activities even after 
checking the forecast to avoid 
the heat wave. Perhaps many 
of us are used to the scorching 
temperatures, especially if we’re 
originally from an area that gets 
this type of weather. But in BC, 
this type of heat only occurs a 
few months of the year. I prefer 
the cooler months, when you 
can go outside and the sun is 
still shining, but your shirt isn’t 
molecularly bonding with your 
body.
June 21 was a day of many activities. It was Father’s Day, 
National Aboriginal Day, and of 
course, International Yoga Day. 
In Vancouver, the plan was to 
close off the Burrard Bridge and 
have one of the biggest outdoor 
yoga events in the world. Om the 
Bridge, sponsored by lululemon, 
YYoga, and AltaGas, received 
enormous backlash as the big day 
approached. Celebration turned 
into hostility and mockery—at 
one point, Premier Christy Clark 
posted a photo of herself in front 
of a Tai Chi centre with a caption 
calling out “yoga haters.” Not 
surprisingly, the event collapsed 
as sponsors bailed. 
I don’t have any problems 
with large gatherings of people 
doing yoga as long as I’m not 
required to participate. What 
tends to bug me is the misuse 
of public infrastructure and 
taxpayers’ money. Needless to 
say I’ve never been a big fan 
of parades, and the money 
spent on an event like Om the 
Bridge could be better used 
maintaining the bridge itself. It’s 
not because I’m not flexible or 
that my Chaturanga pose needs 
significant work, I just think that 
if you want peace and harmony, 
closing off a major artery on a 
busy day is a bad idea. 
That is not to say that all 
International Yoga Day events 
are failures; in fact, many large 
cities with greater congestion 
than Vancouver pulled them off. 
Paris hosted their event beneath 
the Eiffel Tower. New York yoga 
fanatics joined together in Times 
Square. It’s a little ridiculous 
both how chill and how stuck-
up our city is. Vancouver is 
like a spoiled brat. You throw a 
party for it and it’ll just end up 
throwing a tantrum back, stating 
that it deserved more gifts and 
cakes. 
This city just can’t handle 
large-scale events, because 
Vancouver always has to create 
mountains out of molehills. 
Remember when the Canucks 
were in the Stanley Cup Finals 
against the Boston Bruins, and 
the city decided to build a big 
outdoor screen so that we could 
all gather together to cheer for 
the team? The result was billions 
of dollars of destruction and four 
goals in the Canucks’ net.  
One of Vancouver’s most 
annoying traditions is the 
Celebration of Light. For years, 
residents of the West End have 
had to deal with hundreds of 
thousands of rambunctious 
people coming into their 
neighbourhood, taking up 
parking spaces, blocking off 
streets, and making a mess. All 
for what? A few nights of bullshit 
fireworks, polluting the sky 
with smoke, and disrupting the 
peacefulness of summer. It’s true 
that the Celebration of Light is 
a great opportunity to get your 
friends together, spend the day 
on a crowded beach, and then 
mosey on home via two hours of 
transit, but it’s really just a large-
scale corporate handshake. 
A city functions through 
organized chaos. Someone is 
always unhappy with something, 
be it transit, the weather, or 
some dumb event. I love this 
city, it’s full of diverse people, 
but somehow whenever we try to 
plan a party, a group has to cry 
and make it all about themselves. 
Our events become more 
polarizing—alienating instead of 
building the community.
Get your filthy stinking sunlight away from me
Burning bridges
 Why I hate the outdoors
 Why closing public infrastructure for amusement is always a poor idea
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
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Maybe I’m a straight white cis-gender male living in a 
phallocentric, casually misogynist 
rape culture that disadvantages 
everyone except me—but I 
often feel that my generation 
has become impractically 
sensitive. Since their profession 
revolves around walking the 
line of political correctness, it’s 
fitting that some of the first to 
address this issue are outspoken 
standup comics fed up with stiff 
audiences.
In an interview with ESPN’s 
Colin Cowherd, comic Jerry 
Seinfeld said, “I don’t play 
colleges. I hear a lot of people 
tell me, ‘Don’t go near colleges. 
They’re so PC.’” After an amusing 
anecdote involving his 14-year-
old daughter calling her own 
mother a sexist, Seinfeld added, 
“They just want to use these 
words: ‘That’s racist. That’s sexist. 
That’s prejudice.’ They don’t even 
know what they’re talking about.
Seinfeld’s not the only one 
either. Fellow comic Colin Quinn 
noted that this trend began in 
the ‘90s. He saw people reacting 
not to the jokes but to the 
“buzzwords” in them. 
The subsequent outrage over 
Seinfeld’s statements by leftist 
publications proves his point: 
three articles by three different 
writers at Salon all paint Seinfeld 
as a “bad joke” or “the next Bill 
O’Reilly” with creatively titled 
articles like “Jerry Seinfeld is a 
Wimp.” Stay classy, my friends.
It’s not a one-sided 
conversation, thankfully. On Real 
Time with Bill Maher, known 
PC opponent, Maher and fellow 
comic Jeff Ross came to Seinfeld’s 
defence with some zingers of 
their own. “If Jerry Seinfeld is 
too politically incorrect for you, 
maybe you should look in a 
mirror,” said Maher. 
“Comedy is medicine,” 
replied Ross. “It’s the best 
medicine, laughter. You don’t 
want it generic. You want it 
potent.”
Honestly, I’m not a Seinfeld 
fan. I’ve always been partial to 
George Carlin’s irreverent sass. In 
the ‘60s and ‘70s, non-PC humour 
was what the well-to-do protest-
happy liberal college students 
wanted. That breed of comedy 
thrived on campus venues. Now 
I’m wondering when left-wing 
society got so into censorship. 
That’s what they’ve been bashing 
the right for all along. It’s like the 
children of the ‘60s ran from their 
parents so hard, they became 
their parents—on steroids.
The irony is so thick you 
could press a suit with it. 
Maybe it’s time to develop a 
bigger vocabulary for dealing 
with people whose views differ 
from ours instead of relying 
on the tired “racist, sexist, and 
homophobic” rhetoric as a crutch 
to shut them up. Who knows? 
If we learn to be self-critical, 
we might also learn not to take 
ourselves so seriously all the time.
Sensitivity braining
 Has political correctness gone mad?
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
Unless you tie a flag around someone’s throat and choke 
the person out, flags are simply 
a symbol—harmless. Alter a 
swastika slightly and you’ll 
have the symbol for Buddhism. 
Banning the Confederate flag 
is the easiest thing to do as a 
reaction to the Charleston church 
shooting in South Carolina. It’s 
the easiest way to say we disagree 
with discrimination and murder. 
But such an act will not temper 
the hate brewing in so many.
The Confederate flag is a 
different symbol for different 
people. Some believe it represents 
Southern heritage, Dixie pride, 
the Dukes of Hazards, etc. 
For others, it’s not unlike the 
swastika; it represents white 
supremacy, the Ku Klux Klan, 
and neo-confederates. So, is the 
Confederate flag racist? How isn’t 
it? Are there any ethnic people 
in South Carolina pissed that the 
flag is being banned from big 
brand retailers and removed from 
government buildings? My guess 
is few are. 
I’ll admit, what I understand 
of the southern region of the 
United States has been received 
secondhand through books, 
cinema, and television. Clearly 
I don’t know what it’s like to 
walk down the street and receive 
Southern hospitality, and you 
can understand how I—someone 
clearly not white—may be 
wary to step into a room full of 
Confederate flags. I can’t help 
feeling that people who defend 
guns and the Confederate flags 
would not defend you or me with 
the same amount of passion. 
While I believe the flag is 
indeed a symbol for slavery, 
therefore racism, I’m not 
convinced that banning it will 
accomplish much in the long 
run. Flags can burn, but ideas 
can pass on like viruses. It’s a 
lame reflex reaction that allows 
those in charge to feel a little 
self-righteous, patting each other 
on the back as if they themselves 
have abolished slavery. No, 
Apple, you have not ended racism 
by eliminating all American 
Civil War games from your app 
catalogue. No, Wal-Mart, you are 
not heroic for taking Confederate 
flags off your shelves. 
Flags are not the real 
problem. Flags don’t kill people, 
guns do and murderers do. 
Malicious groups and backward-
thinking education systems kill 
people. The Confederate flag did 
not motivate 21-year-old Dylann 
Roof to enter that church on a 
Wednesday evening in June and 
kill nine people while severely 
injuring one. The reason was 
much more deeply rooted than 
a flag.
 Tearing down the Confederate flag is the 
smallest step in ending hate
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions
@theotherpress.ca
Flags don’t kill people
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Travelling is all about taking risk. The whole 
idea of travelling is built upon 
adventure. What travellers 
forget—especially Western 
travellers—is that our vacation 
grounds are other people’s 
homes. 
On May 30, a group of 
Canadian, Dutch, and British 
tourists visiting Malaysia 
decided to strip down on Mount 
Kinabalu for photographs. The 
mountain was considered the 
most sacred peak in the country. 
The act was not only considered 
disrespectful, but also thought to 
be the cause of a magnitude 5.9 
earthquake that ended up killing 
16 people. 
It’s hard to argue that the 
earthquake and the obscene 
act had any correlation. In my 
mind, the two events were just 
an unfortunate coincidence. The 
movement of tectonic plates—
not tits and penises—causes 
earthquakes. Nude photography 
is a popular trend; just ask the 
celebrities who have had their 
phone hacked. We all love thrills 
and what is more exciting than 
nude pictures and travelling? It’s 
totally a memory worth having, 
right? 
There’s nothing wrong 
with naked pictures if you are 
willing to take full responsibility 
for them. For the tourists in 
Malaysia, they paid for it heavily. 
It became a criminal offence 
and it cost lives. Anytime you 
disrespect sacred rules and suffer 
immediate consequences that 
must cause some remorse. It 
reminds us that while travelling 
we are guests in someone else’s 
country; we need to acknowledge 
their rules and customs and 
abide by them. 
Getting in trouble abroad is 
every tourist’s nightmare. So why 
put yourself in a bad situation? 
I don’t blame those tourists for 
“angering the Gods and causing 
an earthquake.” They were just 
behaving like idiot tourists and 
got linked to a tragedy. 
If you are travelling and you 
want to be adventurous, be sure 
you learn the rules first. General 
laws and ethics are not universal. 
You can be certain if something 
is deemed sacred that the rules 
are stricter. Don’t fuck around. 
It’s okay to break through your 
comfort zone and do something 
daring, but breaking the rules 
can put you in a tough position, 
especially where language 
barriers are involved. 
There are plenty of places to 
be naked in this world, plenty of 
places to act the fool. The key is 
to know where and when that 
is okay. Being a good traveller is 
not just about being adaptive, 
but also intelligent and aware of 
the ever-changing rules. 
We’re all familiar with open container laws regarding 
alcohol. Drinking an alcoholic 
beverage in public— outside of a 
designated drinking zone—is not 
only socially frowned upon, but 
illegal. Citizens can and do receive 
heavy fines for committing the 
crime.
Beer, wine, and spirits are 
all served with abundance at 
restaurants, concerts, festivals, 
and anywhere else with a liquor 
licence. It’s legal to drink alcohol 
in the privacy of your own home or 
other private area. But as soon as 
you’re outdoors, alcohol becomes 
strictly off-limits. It’s encouraged 
to enjoy a beer on a patio, but 
take a few more steps and you’re 
subject to a $230 fine.
The liquor doesn’t even 
have to be visible for the law 
to take effect. You can have 
a half-full bottle of booze in 
your backpack—perhaps being 
transported on the way home from 
a party—and still be charged if law 
enforcement were to find it (only 
searching your bag if they have 
reason to believe you’re hiding 
something). 
The laws are not a deterrent, 
as many of us have no doubt 
experienced. We continue to 
enjoy the fireworks downtown as 
alcohol is poured with discretion 
and paranoia into Slurpee cups or 
sipped through opaque bags. The 
result is rowdy public drunkenness 
unaffected by open liquor laws. 
Generally, those who get disruptive 
in public areas due to alcohol 
will do so regardless of whether 
they consumed alcohol legally 
or not. In addition, someone can 
get drunk in a bar and still cause 
a disturbance right outside the 
establishment. Of course, the 
vast majority of people enjoying 
a couple of beers are not causing 
any trouble. It’s ridiculous that 
citizens are not allow to consume 
a substance outdoors that they can 
consume indoors. 
In most countries outside 
the US and Canada, alcohol is 
legal to consume in public. Many 
tourists have been surprised or 
angered visiting our country to 
discover they can’t enjoy a cider 
on the beach. It’s an archaic, 
pointless, and unfair law. It forces 
responsible, legal-aged citizens 
to engage in tactics that should 
be reserved for high school kids. 
Quiet drinking and disruptive 
behaviour under the influence 
are two different factors, and 
there is no reason to assume one 
will frequently lead to the other. 
If you’re of legal age and not 
disturbing anybody, there’s no 
reason why you should be barred 
from bringing some beer to a 
picnic in the park or day at the 
beach.
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
 The stigma of open liquor
Enjoying alcoholic beverages in public
 Naked tourists need to respect sacred rules—even if rules are ridiculous
Pack an extra change
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions
@theotherpress.ca
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   Mega earthquake to relieve pressure on housing market
   The lazy workout
   Pun, 2, 3
And more!Humour
This issue:Have an idea for a story? Let us know! 
Contact: Chandler Walter, Humour Editor
                       humour@theotherpress.ca
This summer has seen an increase in cloudless days, 
warmer climes, and, evidently, 
students planning to forgo 
customary living conditions 
come September. 
“Alternative Living” is 
the revolutionary new tactic 
students are pursuing to keep 
their financially doomed heads 
above water. 
It appears to be the product 
of the mild climate found 
in Vancouver, alongside the 
outrageous housing prices. 
Students have simply opted out 
of the latter. 
“It’s as much an act of 
protest as it is a means of saving 
money,” said Douglas College 
student Veronica Remington. 
“The whole ‘housing’ thing 
is overrated anyways. There 
are plenty of people living in 
Vancouver making it alright 
without a roof over their heads. 
Just look at Will Smith: he still 
managed to pursue happiness, 
even after being kicked out of 
West Philadelphia, or wherever.” 
Remington has made 
the decision to follow in the 
footsteps of her favourite actor 
and join the group of students 
setting up camp across the street 
from the Coquitlam Douglas 
campus. 
“I wouldn’t say that we’re 
‘homeless,’ necessarily,” said Jake 
Shepard, the de-facto leader of 
the ragtag group, “we have made 
the soil our home. The trees, 
the forest, the water park, and 
the volleyball pit. We are one 
with this Earth, and the Earth 
supplies us with all we need.”
Chris Owens explained 
that it was more of a financial 
decision for him. “I just couldn’t 
make rent, and the next thing 
you know, here I am. It’s not 
so bad. Where most homeless 
people go wrong is in the drugs. 
They do too much. I mean hey, 
don’t get me wrong, you need 
to be at least a little bit high out 
here, or the lake water tastes 
terrible and you start to feel the 
bugs. But know your limit.” 
The movement finds its 
roots in the recent successes 
of Anh Cao, a foreign student 
who graduated from the 
University of Toronto with a 4.0 
GPA, enduring homelessness 
throughout his studies. 
“My mom would probably 
let me back into the house if 
I had grades like that.” Owens 
commented. “He must have been 
doing something right, maybe 
this was it.”
The group remains 
hopeful for their own academic 
improvements, and that the 
warm and rainless days will 
continue long into the fall and 
winter months. 
 ‘Alternative Living’ deemed the key to staying debt-free
Students take to the outdoors, 
permanently
Dick Pic of the Week
Richard “Dick” Nixon
By Alex Stanton, Staff Writer
A dozen angry protesters gathered outside the 
Concourse on June 16 to object 
to the unfair treatment of 
college students. Aggressively 
outspoken, they forced fliers 
into the hands of each passerby 
until almost everyone on campus 
carried a little white sheet of 
paper emblazoned with the 
slogan “I PAY, I PASS.”
They call themselves 
PayPass, and their byline is 
a strange one. Rather than 
advocating for more scholarship 
opportunities, lower interest 
rates on student loans, or more 
affordable tuition payments, 
these students are concerned 
with one thing—a passing grade. 
Fed up with things like absence 
limits and marking penalties 
for lateness, this new advocacy 
movement is growing ever more 
popular among failing students, 
all claiming for one reason or 
another that their circumstances 
prevent them from dedicating 
themselves to their schoolwork.
After persuading Abby, 
the leader of the pack, to stop 
screaming obscenities into 
her megaphone and take some 
time to comment, she said the 
following: 
“I, like, paid to be here, so 
why do I have to fail if, like, my 
prof thinks I’m late too much? 
Why do I end up with, like, a 
student loan and no diploma?” 
Suggestions of better time 
management were met with 
skepticism. “I have a social life, 
y’know.” 
“You gotta fight for your 
right to party,” said Chad, a 
protester sporting a pompadour 
haircut, spray tan, pink polo 
shirt, and a popped collar. “I 
hafta work at IHOP all week, 
get an hour pump at the gym 
every day, and study for SportSci 
midterms. When the hell do I 
get any time to blaze it with my 
buddies and play some Black 
Ops 3? Get real, bro.”
Upon background 
inspection by the Registrar’s 
Office, many similarities were 
found between the supporters 
of PayPass. First, seven out of 
12 were enrolled in psychology, 
sociology, anthropology, or 
philosophy (collectively referred 
to by faculty as the “combo-
platter” for “students with no 
career plan”). All were graded 
between F and C+ by each of 
their professors, with reasons 
varying from sub-par work to 
repeated tardiness. Finally, 
three-quarters of PayPass 
supporters were found to have 
no outstanding student debt, 
their tuition having been paid 
for by parents or relatives.
When asked if the above 
trends were causal factors in the 
group’s decision to advocate, 
Abby and Chad said it had more 
to do with their relationship. 
“Things, like, haven’t been the 
same since midterms,” said Abby, 
“I hope we get, like, more time 
together if this works out.”
 Students campaign for ‘passing grade rights’
Passing privilege
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The cost of housing is out of control in Metro Vancouver. 
According to VanCity, a couple 
needs to earn $123,000 per year 
to afford an average mortgage. 
People living in the Lower 
Mainland are likely empathetic to 
this situation. 
A major earthquake might be 
just the thing that will get Tregor 
Bobertson and his council into 
action to combat homelessness 
and the cost of housing, as 
earthquakes have been known 
to significantly reduce property 
values. 
Following the 7.8 quake of 
1906 in San Francisco, rent-to-
own relief homes were built to 
house about 20,000 people. These 
could be purchased by renters 
after 25 monthly payments of 
$2.00. At that price, you could 
buy 10 of these tiny homes 
upfront and still pay less than 
one month’s rent in Vancouver. 
Lucky for us, there is a 50 per 
cent chance of a mega earthquake 
hitting the west coast in the next 
50 years.
Right now, apartment 
vacancies in Vancouver are well-
below the national average. This 
means that finding an apartment, 
let alone an affordable one, is 
nearly impossible. A population 
decrease—that comes naturally 
with a mega earthquake—will 
increase vacancy rates, lowering 
rents, and easing your apartment 
hunt. No more living out of your 
van for the month of September! 
This news may not sound 
ideal to all. Thinking about a 
mega earthquake can cause major 
anxiety for many Vancouverites. 
Truthfully I’ve been known to 
have full-blown panic attacks 
when a truck drives past my 
house, because I assume that it’s 
the start of the largest earthquake 
this region has felt in the last 500 
years. 
But fear not Vancouver! 
Next time you feel your chest 
tighten and/or your floor rattle, 
repeat this grounding mantra 
in your head: “If I survive this 
earthquake, I will have my pick of 
Yaletown at an affordable price. 
If I survive this earthquake, I will 
have my pick of Yaletown at an 
affordable price.” Calming, isn’t 
it? 
If that doesn’t quite do the 
trick, picture your view of False 
Creek, your rooftop garden, your 
high-efficiency in-suite washer, 
and your adorable tiny pug. Think 
of all the seawall babes hitting on 
you and/or your doggy, asking if 
they can come back to your place. 
Your place!? A swanky high-
rise with a jacuzzi downstairs. 
Yuppie life, here you come! Post-
earthquake you’re ballin’. 
If that’s not a grounding 
exercise, I don’t know what is.
Thanks to a combination of natural weather cycles, 
human-induced climate 
change, and failed promises by 
municipal governments, the 
latest temperature across the 
Lower Mainland has broken all 
records. The most recent weather 
forecast has called for a heat wave 
reaching in excess of 100 degrees 
Celsius—effectively killing off all 
tourism, business, and life in the 
city. 
Reactions to the comically 
high predictions have ranged 
from disbelief to pure joy. While 
many citizens are excited about 
finally avoiding the biblically 
predicted torrential rains that 
plague the city nine months a 
year, others are slightly more 
concerned. Side effects of the 
scorching fires have so far 
included a crop blight affecting 
the entire continent, souped-up 
cars racing across the wasteland 
once known as “Kitsilano,” and a 
massive drop in blanket and space 
heater sales.
The heat wave reaching 
its peak just after Canada Day 
has been interpreted in many 
different ways. Some argue it was 
deliberately planned to drum up 
business for the finale of the FIFA 
Women’s World Cup. Others have 
argued a playing field devoid of 
grass and sentient life is hardly 
effective for a fan turnout. 
Indeed, BC Place was almost 
deserted for the final, and many 
questioned the decision to keep 
the roof open, which exposed 
the stadium to fire-inducing 
ultraviolet waves.
On the other hand, many 
craft breweries across the city 
are experiencing a massive 
increase in business. “People 
enjoy their beer to cool off. Heat 
waves ensure a tastier experience 
and the lack of available water 
and barley has allowed us to 
lower our prices by 10 per cent, 
so … aaaaaagh,” explained local 
brewmaster/hipster Curly 
McLachlan, shortly before 
collapsing from massive heat 
stroke and dehydration. 
Although most sane 
Vancouverites have either fled the 
city long ago or been evacuated 
by the National Guard, many of 
the less-competent citizens have 
remained, attempting to survive 
in the barren desert. 
At press time, residents of 
Commercial Drive could be found 
sitting in what was once known 
as a park, sipping evaporated 
cans of beer, and attempting 
to burn narcotic leaves, further 
shortening their already at-risk 
lifespan. 
“It’s not that bad, man. 
Get out in the sunshine. Better 
than the safe weather we usually 
get,” said one citizen, before 
being attacked by a feral tribe of 
children for the last remaining 
bundle of kale in the province. 
 The only possible thing that will reduce the cost of housing in Vancouver
 Latest heat wave proves fatal to all life
Mega earthquake to relieve 
pressure on housing market
Vancouver temperature soars to 
scorching, death-inducing levels
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The new diet craze that’s sweeping the nation is 
SiestaFiesta!™. Touted for its 
fast and easy results, this diet 
will have you saying “Hola!” to a 
beach bod in no time flat—flat 
like your stomach!
Created by Dr. Ben Ersatz**, 
this regimen involves one simple, 
easy step—two, if you count 
signing the release form. Just 
consent to a medically induced 
coma! Say hello to a month or 
two of bed rest and controlled 
intake of the minimum number 
of calories required to live, and 
say goodbye to pounds. Before 
you know it, you’ll be running 
on the beach in a teeny tiny 
bikini!***
The genius** behind the 
diet originally developed it for 
himself, then decided to share 
the program with the world 
when he saw the real, tangible, 
results. Dr. Ersatz signed on 
a team of doctors**** who 
believed in his vision, and the 
rest is SiestaFiesta!™ history.
“I was tired of working out 
and leading a healthy lifestyle. 
All of the sweating, and cooking. 
Who has time and energy for 
a run, or the money to buy 
workout clothes?” said Dr. 
Ersatz. “These workout ideals 
that we’re presented with are 
classist, which is why I created a 
program with a flat, one-time fee 
of only $8,000.
“Really, it’s roughly the 
amount of money you’d be 
spending on a one-year gym 
membership, right? But this 
requires no work!”
After being featured on 
the popular daytime show, 
Doctor Ox, SiestaFiesta!™ saw 
self-conscious people lining 
up in droves to try the diet for 
themselves. 
 “I bring the public 
information that will help them 
on their path to be their best 
selves,” Dr. Ox said on his show. 
“And this program really works! 
My point of view is offered 
without conflict of interest.”
But what does the 
SiestaFiesta!™ program actually 
entail?
Participants consent to a 
medically induced coma—just 
like going on a much-needed 
vacation for a month or two! 
From there, you’ll be fed via IV 
enough nutrients and liquids to 
get you looking super slim and 
trim. Your condition and weight-
loss progress will be monitored 
by a team of very competent 
doctors*****. Nurses will ensure 
you’re getting daily exercise and 
stretches, which will help to melt 
the pounds off and mitigate any 
nasty bedsores or gangrene. 
But don’t just listen to 
this advertorial—check out 
testimonials from totally real, 
totally healthy people who saw 
results fast!******
“I loved SiestaFiesta!™ It’s 
the first time I’ve seen a diet 
program that worked for me, and 
I couldn’t be happier with how 
I look now. Thanks, Dr. Ersatz!” 
said Millie.
“Got a special event coming 
up in a few months? Do what I 
did and try SiestaFiesta!™ I’ve 
never looked better than when 
my daughter carried me down 
the aisle at her wedding,” said 
Greg.
“Take control of your life, 
and sign it over to doctors who 
definitely know what they’re 
doing!” said Riley.
Don’t wait to lose weight. 
Get in touch with Dr. Ersatz! Call 
now, and get a limited edition 
nose-hair trimmer, for free!
*For a limited time, until you 
return to your regular life
** Not a real doctor/genius
*** Once your muscles have 
returned to normal, and you’re 
able to stand on your own
**** By doctors, we mean 
like, “doctors”
***** While you will be 
monitored by doctors whose 
integrities have been bought, this 
diet is not actually recommended 
by doctors
****** Testimonials heavily 
edited for content, meaning, and 
tone. Names also changed
 Lose weight effortlessly, and keep it off!*
The lazy workout
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